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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE i
Jingle bells, jingle bells; Christmas is just around the corner! If you're looking for a new gift
item for those loved ones this year, instead of just giving out the usual gift cards, may | suggest
taking the family out for a night on the town, with dinner, prizes, ouftfitters, cool stuff and a
whole lot a fun. Do this by purchasing tickets for you and your family to the 2012 SCI Detroit
Chapter Banquet and Fundraiser to be held on February 17 & 18! You can purchase those
tickets on the SCI Detroit Chapter website www.scidetroit.com, and if you do that by
December 31, 2011, you will get a 10% discount on the price of your fickefs.

One of the many nice things about being President of this chapter is writing this letter. It
gives me the opportunity to recognize people in our chapter who demonstrate to others
what this organization stands for along with what we do. On the weekend of October 15, 2011,
Debbie Cassidy took four young ladies that had attended SHAP camp this summer where they
obtained their hunter safety certificates, on their first deer hunt. SCI Detroit Chapter Sables
sponsored these young ladies. Debbie chairs and runs the Detroit Chapter Sables for our
chapter devoting an endless amount of energy and personal time to this cause. She is out
on the road over a dozen times a year passing out "Safari in a box” kits to schools which are
teaching tools for schools to be able to show to students the skulls of many different animails
along with information on each specie represented.

That weekend, with the sponsoring help of her husband Rick Cassidy, Deb and Rick
purchased a hunt for 10 whitetail does for the kids. | was told that the young ladies shot ten
bullets and retrieved ten does! That's pretty good shooting in my book. The majority of the
meat from the hunt was donated to the Salvation Army to help feed the homeless this holiday
season. However, each of the girls was given some of the meat as hunters sausage. You
could see in Debbie’s eyes how much she enjoyed telling us the story of the hunt and being
there to share that time with those girls. Debbie told us that one young lady said she is the first
one in her family to ever take a deer. This is what Debbie is about, getting the kids involved so
that our sport will continue for future generations. | can’t say enough regarding the amount
of work and effort she puts into this organization. Thanks Deb!

These small stories and many more like them are what this group of SCI members is all
about-helping people, teaching about hunting, and just sharing good times. Friends
frequently ask me why | volunteer for such time consuming tasks when just being a chef, my
profession, involves a lot of work hours. My reply is | want my legacy to help leave a positive
impact on the future generations of this country, so that they will be able to enjoy the
outdoors and the great sport of hunting as much as | do!

May you and yours enjoy these upcoming Holidays!

Ray Hollingsworth
President, SCI Detroit Chapter
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@ AWLS (American
Wilderness
Leadership
School)

@ AWLS Sports
Equipment

@ AWLS Tuition for
Michigan Teachers

@ Canadian Outdoor
Heritage Alliance

@ Challenged Youth
Hunt

@ Conservation Force

@ Detroit Area Boy
Scouts of America

@ Detroit Area Kid's
Fishing Derby

@ Detroit Rescue
Mission

@ Disabled American
Veteran Hunt

@ Hunter’s Defense
Fund

@ Hurricane Katrina
Relief Fund

@ Metro Wildlife
Management Base
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@ Michigan DNR &
Africa TB Research

@ Michigan Dove Bill
Initiative

@ Michigan
Legislative
Sportsmen’s Caucus

@ Midwest Fish and
Wildlife Conference

@ Milford High School
National Honor
Society

@ MSU Museum
Display

@ MUCC (Michigan
United
Conservation Clubs)

@ Ontario Federation
of Hunters & Anglers

@ Protect “The Right
To Hunt”

@ Quality Deer
Management
Association

@ Sables ‘Safariin a
Box’ Program

@ Sables 30% Donations
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@ Salvation Army
Food bank

@ SCI 30% Donation

@ SCI Foundation

@ SCI MIC (Michigan
Involvement
Committee)

@ SCI MIC Black Bear
Study

@ SCI MIC Graduate
Scholarship Fund

@ SCI MIC Michigan
Moose

@ SCI| MIC Predator
Prey Project

@ SCIl Museum'’s
Michigan Moose
Display

@ SCI Northwest
Chapter

@ SCI Novi Chapter
Sensory safari

@ SCI Patriot Fund

@ SCI Washington
D.C. Office
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@ SCI Young Hunter
of the Year

@ Scientific Wildlife
Management for
Michigan

@ SHAP (State Hunter
Apprentice
Program)

@ SHAP First Aid &
Survival Kits

@ Sportsmen Against
Hunger

@ Toys for Tots

@ Tracks Magazine
MUCC

@ U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance

@ Wildlife Education
Foundation

@ Wildlife Legislative
Fund of America

@ Wyoming Chapter
FNAWS

® YO Ranch
Apprentice Hunter
School

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY, DONATIONS TOTAL OVER $1.3 MILLION!







by Scott O'Farrell
(As Told To Him By Chuck Pedrotte)

twas May of 2010 at the SCI Detroit Chapter
~ Awards Banquet that | first met Chuck Pedrotte.

- Chuck was receiving an award that
evening for his record book hippo that he
recently shot in Mozambique. | had spoken
to Chuck Pedrotte several times prior to
meeting him regarding doing a story for the
Trajectory about his amazing hippo that is
currently tied for the SCI #6, and is the SCI
Detroit #1. During that
Awards Banquet
meeting, | asked
Chuck numerous
questions about his
hippo and the hunt.

It was the tail end of
that conversation
that led to this story. |
asked Chuck if he
had shot any other
top ten SCI trophies,
and he replied, “Yes, |
have the SCI #1 Caribou, which | shot back
in 1980". It took me a quick second to
realize that Chuck’s Alaskan Barren Ground
Caribou has held the SCI #1 spot for almost
30 years. After that, it took me all of a split
second to ask Chuck if | could write a story
about his super-trophy Alaskan Barren
Ground Caribou hunt being that it was
approaching its 30-year anniversary. Chuck

said, “Sure, why don’t you stop by so | can
show him to you". Once again it ftook me
all of a split second to reply, “I would love
to, and | can’t wait to see him”!

On a warm summer evening in June |
arrived at the house near Romeo, Michigan
where Chuck and his wife Arlene of 54 years
reside. | had just left
the SCI Detroit Board of
Directors meeting and
had with me a fresh
copy of our SCI Detroit
Chapter magazine
“Trajectory". Chuck's #6
SCI hippo happened to
be the cover story, so |
was bringing him a
“fresh off the press" copy,
so he could share it with
his longtime hunting
partner, number one fan, and grandson
Andrew Pedrotte. Andrew was very excited
and was fully loaded with anficipation to
see his grandfather’s article, but he did not
know that it was on the cover of the
magazine. Chuck is a wonderful family man
who is very fortunate to have just a short
walk to his grandson Andrew's home.
Andrew received his issue of the Trajectory
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Andrew received his issue of the Trajectory
right away with Grandpa Chuck and trophy
hippo on the cover, and yes, Andrew was
giddy.

As | pulled up to Chuck’s beautiful home,
| was greeted by Chuck. We walked
around to the side of his house to a large
brick building with matching aesthetics to
his home. Chuck was unlocking the door
when he said, “He’s in here with some
friends”. The building was originally built as
a garage for Chuck’s motor home, but after
Chuck sold the motor home, he had the
building converted to
display his hunting
trophies. The trophy
room was awesome,
with a squeaky-clean
speckled epoxy floor,
20-foot high bright white
dry wall ceiling, stained
floor-to-ceiling walls,
precise accent lighting
and 76 plus species of
beautiful ful-mounted
and shoulder-mounted
animals of the world. |
was in awe!l The North
American animals were on one side, and
the African animals were on the other side.
As | stood in silence for a moment and
worked my way visually around the room, |
then realized that this man’s lifetime hunting
accomplishments were adorning the walls
of what quite possible could be the worlds
greatest “Man Cave". Jealous and envious
| commented, “Chuck, this is unbelievable™!
Carefully looking around the room | noticed
three caribou, all next to one another. Al
were huge, however, the “Big One”
definitely stood out. |looked at Chuck, but

“This Alaskan
giant has a total
of 49 scoreable
points that stick
out in every

direction.”

before | could say anything, Chuck said,
“Yep that's him"! This Alaskan giant has a
total of 49 scoreable points that stick out in
every direction. | spent a while talking with
Chuck about his life as a hunter while
enjoying all of his beautiful trophy mounts,
We decided that | should come back
another day to discuss the details of his SCI
#1 caribou.

A few months later | contacted Chuck
by phone and reminded him that he had
promised me the story of his 30-year world-
record-holding Caribou. Chuck was very
gracious and responded
that | could come back
anytime | wanted as long
as | gave him a couple
days notice to clear the
time forme. | had
decided that it would be
fitting to have Chuck's
caribou be the cover
story for the winter issue
of the Trajectory. This
would be Chuck’s
second cover story for
the year with both being
about SCI top-ten
trophies. | kidded him by saying. “You know
Chuck, people are going to get tired of
seeing you on the cover”. He laughed and
said, “That's ok with me”.

| finally made it back to Chucks place in
early December of 2010 and brought along
fellow SCI Detroit Board member Tim
Beaudett. Tim came along to take pictures
while Chuck & | talked over the details of his
hunt. Tim took some great photos of Chuck
with his Caribou and the rest of his frophies,
and then Chuck invited us inside his home
to sit down for the rest of the interview.
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| am always curious as to what ignited the
hunting spark to a hunter, so | asked Chuck
how he began to hunt. Chuck grew up in
Harbor Beach in the “Thumb™ region of
Michigan. Chuck began his hunting career
by hunting birds, mostly pheasants, with his
dad, who did typical Michigan hunting, but
was not a multi-state or international hunter.
Chuck took his first big game trophy in 1966
on a hunting trip fo Wyoming. He harvested
an antelope then, and from there, the pass
on to hunt and explore the world just grew.

This is how the giant Alaskan caribou
came to reality. Chuck
discussed taking a
caribou and moose
hunting trip with long
time friend and G
associate Bill
Nienstedt (Bill
Nienstedt passed
away 7 years ago).
Chuck was in the
commercial plating
industry and did a fair
amount of work for Bill, via
which they became great friends
and enjoyed many hunting trips together
over the years. Chuck described Bill as a
great hunting companion who liked to get
there early, take care of business, and then
get home early. Chuck & Bill had discussed
this particular frip, and in March of 1980
booked the trip with Keith Johnson of
Wildman Lake Lodge, an Alaskan ouffitter.
The hunt was to take place that fall from
October 1 through October 10, and was to
include moose, caribou, ducks, geese, and
fishing.

That fall after much anficipation, on
September 28, 1980 Chuck & Bill boarded

Northwest flight #55 leaving Detroit at
10:00 am. They made a transfer in Seattle,
Washington at 3:10 pm onto flight #77, and
then traveled onward to Anchorage,
Alaska arriving at 4:15 pm. They stayed that
night at the Captain Cook Motel. Chuck
remembers looking out the motel window
at the sea that evening, and the sea was
almost all the way up to the motel.
However, by morning the tide had gone
out, and the sea level had dropped an
amazing 24 feet. On September 29, Chuck
& Bill boarded Wein Airlines flight #5 at
2:50 pm and flew to King
Salmon, Alaska landing at
3:50 pm.
On the morning
of September 30,
Chuck & Bill met up
with their outfitter
Keith Johnson. Soon
after, they boarded
o a Cessna 185 float
e plane to Ugashik Lake in
ﬁi the Dog Salmon Region
southwest of Katmai National
Monument which is East of Bristol
Bay and West of Shelikof Strait, near the
Aleutian Mountain Range. There they
met up with guide Chris Kemp. Their home
for the next week was a rustic spike cabin.
October 1, Chuck and his hunting party
awoke to rain. They decided to stay in and
wait for the rain to pass or break up.
However, it rained all day, so they spent the
entire day inside their cabin. Their cabin
accommodations also included a “Super
Cub" adirplane for tfransportation.
October 2 was the first real day of
hunting. The plan was to look for *good
species representatives”, which for this
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