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The Board of Directors of SCI Detroit has decided to make considerable changes in our Newsletter Trajectory. 
These changes would not have occurred without the guidance and insistence of Greg Smith, our previous 
editor, and Board member Bob Berndt, my Co-Editor.

As you read this issue, the changes being made with Trajectory will be obvious and I am sure that you will 
find them to be as exciting as we do. However, to continue this level of excitement and quality we need 
your help. We want your hunting stories, we want the stories of your first hunt, and we want your pictures. 
It is you, our members, who will allow this to happen. 

In past editorial endeavors I have had, the number one reason people have told me for their not contributing 
is a fear that they don’t write well enough. I will gladly help and I will call on others to help. Don’t be shy, this 
will not be a problem. I guarantee you will have a story you are proud of and a written memory of your hunt.

We are also again using ads in Trajectory. We want our members to know what each other does and who 
provides good services. This helps us all. Our pricing on ads is minimal. It is:

$250 for a Full Page Ad
$150 for a ½ Page Ad
$ 50 for a ¼ Page Ad
$ 25 for a Business Card size Ad

For your money, your Ad will run in both hard copies of Trajectory as well as in both online issues in a given year.

The following is a list of Advertisers in this issue Trajectory. I want to personally thank all for their support of 
our Chapter and please check them all out.

Aladdin Heating & Cooling.......................................................................................................................Page 16  
East-Lind Heat Treat Inc............................................................................................................................ Page 45
Heritage Trophy Hunts...............................................................................................................................Page 17
Hilde Wildlife Studio...................................................................................................................................Page 44
Mossy Oak................................................................................................................................................. Page 11
Nitches Meats & Deli.................................................................................................................................Page 44
NW Journey................................................................................................................................................Page 44
Tracy Ann Photography............................................................................................................................Page 44
Universal Hunter Magazine.......................................................................................................................Page 15
The Wildlife Gallery....................................................................................................................................Page 46
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I would like to begin by thanking our immediate past President John Gorneycz for his many years of service 
to SCI Detroit. John served as an SCI Detroit board member for over a decade filling various roles including 
Secretary, Vice President and President. John’s work was well represented and his passion was seen in SCI 
Detroit’s youth, veteran and the Wounded Warrior Projects. John’s efforts will be visible for many years to come. 

With the holiday season just behind us I can only hope that everyone was able to enjoy quality time with 
their families. I also hope that everyone was able to enjoy time with their extended hunting families. There 
is truly is nothing better than the opening week of Michigan Whitetail hunting. It is the hunt that is passed 
down from generation to generation. It’s the special time to get together with family and close friends 
to share and enjoy the great comradery that hunting affords us. Harvesting a great buck is second only 
to sharing the time and moments with family and great friend’s season after season. SCI Detroit has truly 
some of the greatest hunting families in the land.

SCI Detroit has been a privileged chapter to have enjoyed great leadership and foresight over the years, 
without that leadership and foresight we as a chapter would not be in existence today. As your president 
for the next two years it is my goal along with the current board of directors to return the tradition, comradery 
and family feel to the SCI Detroit chapter. Currently we have a 2 ½ tentative plan of membership meetings, 
events and fundraising opportunities in place. These events will deepen the roots of the great SCI Detroit chapter 
and ensure our future. Please take minute to look at the most recent list of events at www.scidetroit.com.

I would like to challenge each member of the SCI Detroit family to become active with the chapter by 
attending as many events as possible. Take the time to bring family, friends and most of all kids. Just a few 
weeks ago we had a well received membership event with Dr. Dwayne Etter of the State of Michigan DNR 
fur bear specialist. Dwayne spoke about the current state of black bear, snowshoe and feral pigs. Prior 
to that SCI Detroit enjoyed a .22 caliber shoot off at the Detroit sportsman congress. You will be pleased to 
know that Mrs. Coleen Easterbrook (Bob Easterbrook Junior’s wife) took top honors winning the SCI Detroit 
sharp shooters award. 

We are just weeks away from our 2015 annual wild game dinner fundraiser. This year is sure to be one of the 
best. SCI Detroit will be bringing “Mr. Whitetail” Larry Weishun for both Friday and Saturday night events. 
Larry will also be doing a talk on Saturday afternoon. Saturday evening will start off with everyone’s good 
friend “The Michigan Man” Mike Ridley.

Last but not least I would like to wish all of those in the SCI Detroit family a happy healthy and safe new year.

Regards,

Scott O’Farrell
SCI Detroit President
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He is a graduate of Texas A&M University with a degree 
in Wildlife Science. He has long appeared on award 
winning and widely watched television shows devoted 
to quality big game hunting.

Larry’s current television series, “DSC’s “Trailing the 
Hunter’s Moon” airs on the Sportsman Channel. “Trailing 
the Hunter’s Moon” was awarded an unprecedented 
four Telly Awards for the 2013 season and the show was 
also nominated for an EMMY!   

An extremely popular, knowledgeable, award winning 
outdoor writer and book author Weishuhn has published 
more than 2,500 feature articles (serving on staff with 
such publications as Deer & Deer Hunting, Petersen’s 
Hunting, Shooting Times, Sporting Classics, North 
American Hunter, and many others). He has written 
six books including “Trailing the Hunters Moon” which in 
2003 was named the prestigious “Fore Word Magazine’s 
Book of the Year for Adventure and Recreation”, winning 
over hundreds of titles world-wide.
 
Weishuhn long has long served as s featured speaker 
for the National Rifle Association’s Great American 
Hunters’ Tour. He continues to do many public speaking 
engagements each year promoting hunting and 
proper wildlife management. He is also an entertaining 
and in-demand “after-dinner” speaker. He is known 
throughout the hunting world as “Mr. Whitetail”.
 
A professional wildlife biologist, Weishuhn has established 
quality wildlife management programs on over 

15,000,000 acres across North America and has served 
as a wildlife consultant in Africa, South America, 
Europe and New Zealand. Weishuhn has authored 
numerous professional papers and has frequently 
been a featured speaker at national and international 
wildlife and conservation symposiums.
 
A talented artist, Larry along with noted sculptor, Mark 
James, recently produced a couple of bronze sculptures, 
one of a one-third life-sized, mature whitetail buck, 
titled, “Mr. Whitetail” and a head and shoulder study, 
titled, “Autumn Reign”, this through MarLar Art. More 
bronzes will follow.
 
Larry hunts exclusively with Ruger rifles and revolvers 
topped with Zeiss scopes, shooting Hornady ammo. 
He has hunted big game extensively throughout 
North America as well as in Europe, Africa, South 
America, Australia, Asia and New Zealand. He serves 
as a spokesperson for Ruger firearms, Zeiss Sports Optics, 
Hornady ammunition, Walls and Nature Blinds. He is an 
ambassador for the Dallas Safari Club.
 
Weishuhn is a Professional Member of the Boone & 
Crockett Club, Life Member of various organization 
including National Rifle Association, Dallas Safari 
Club, and Wild Sheep Foundation. He is co-founder 
of the Texas Wildlife Association.
 
In 2007 Weishuhn was inducted into the National Legends 
of the Outdoors Hall of Fame.

Larry Weishuhn is one of North America’s most 
recognized outdoor personalities.



I have loved the Crossbow since I was 7 years old and William Tell was 
adopted as my mentor. Despite this near lifelong love for the Crossbow, 
I have only been hunting with one since 2009. That’s when the State 

of Michigan (USA) amended its laws and the Crossbow became legal 
for any licensed hunter to use during any season. I immediately went 

and bought my first Crossbow, a Parker Enforcer, which I still use today.

By Steve Breuning
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Around the same time Michigan changed its law on 
use of a Crossbow; similar changes were occurring 
throughout the United States. Presently, 20 states allow 
Crossbow use by any licensed hunter during all hunting 
seasons, 13 states allow the use by a licensed hunter 
only during firearm season, 15 states still have age 
and disability restrictions, and Oregon doesn’t allow 
Crossbow use at all (according to Crossbow Revolution, 
Vol.1, No.1, 2012).

Ohio, Arkansas, and Wyoming were the pioneering 
states regarding the legalization of crossbow hunting. 
Their standards were set back as far as 1976. I’m 
surprised at how many people and groups I talk to 
think of this as the onset of Crossbow hunting. Well, 
maybe in the United States, but overall they are off 
by about 700 years. 

The crossbow is not a new weapon. The earliest 
undisputed record of the use of a crossbow was in 
341 BC at the Battle of Ma-Ling, Linyi, China. Crossbows 
were introduced to Europe by the Normans around 
1066 AD. At this point the use of the crossbow was as 
a weapon of war – rarely used for hunting.

The use of the crossbow for hunting first came of age 
in the Middle Ages. Most people tend to think of the 
Middle Ages, Medieval times, as quite a barbaric 
period in history. Well, this thinking is far from accurate. 
During this period in history hunting was not haphazard, 
unsophisticated, or casual. It was very precise, systematic, 
and quite formal.

In the early Middle Ages several manuals and manuscripts 
were written to detail both the art and science of 
hunting. This included methodology, strategies, weaponry, 
the relationship of ethical hunting to the social mores 
of the time, and the importance of proper clothing 

and appearance. All of these writings emphasized that 
at all times the hunter should be exquisitely dressed 
and maintain a proud and noble stance. The three 
of these manuscripts held in the highest regard were: 
The Art of Hunting by William Twiti in 1327; Le Roy 
Medus, author anonymous, in1338; and the most 
influential Le Livre de la Chasse (Book of the Hunt), 
by Gastron Phoebus, in 1387. These authors set the 
standards that were followed for almost 500 years. 

Phoebus’ book, probably the most detailed and 
influential hunting book ever written, laid out the 
standards and guidelines for the how, why, and when 
to hunt 13 species of animal. He included weapon 
options and how each should be used, how to train 
and kennel hunting dogs, how to make nets, traps, 
and snares, how to train grooms, and how to dress 
and accessorize for different hunting situations.

Phoebus was extremely meticulous. He specified a 
fairly rigid dress code where all hunters should wear 
knee high (or higher) heavy leather leggings, a 
properly fitted tunic, hat or head wrap, and carry a 
horn and knife. He was very specific that a hunter 
stalking stag and boar in the woods should wear 
green and brown in the summer and grey in the winter 
to match the surroundings. Accessorized clothing could 
match the other colors of nature. Phoebus’ illustrations 
further show that for all other types of hunt (hunts 
using dogs, horses, and people to flush or drive animals) 
the color of clothing was not as important. Blue and 
red were the most common colors.

Here are four of Phoebus’ illustrations on how to hunt 
with the crossbow and what to wear. Picture 1 illustrates 
how to hunt Stag, Picture 2 illustrates how to hunt boar, 
and Picture 3 shows how to hunt the hare. Remember, 
this was written in 1387.



Anyone who reads the hunting literature probably 
understands that getting the crossbow legalized in 
most of the United States has been a slow, arduous 
task. The strongest of the crossbow proponents have 
referred to this as a war and now it is often played up 
as a revolution. Initial concerns argued that crossbows 
were unsafe, ineffective, too accurate, would increase 
poaching, and would be a risk to law enforcement. 
Interestingly, additional arguments against its legalization 
came from archery hunters and rifle hunters. The 
archers were worried that crossbow use during their 
season would adversely affect their opportunities and
success rate. Similarly the rifle hunters did not want 
an infringement upon their season. Fortunately, all of 
these concerns have been shown to be unfounded.

Some of the most complete reports on crossbow use 
have been by the Ohio DNR. Their conclusions after 
37 years of crossbow allowance are that the number 
of crossbow hunters increases almost every year, 
during the same timeframe the number of archery 
hunters (compound bow, recurve bow, longbow) 
has almost doubled, and both groups report success 
rates of about 15%.

In a very detailed report by the Michigan DNR (Wildlife 
Division Report No. 3557, January, 2013), it is reported 

In his illustrations on hunting the hare Phoebus showed 
fair irrelevance of camouflage as he recommended 
the hare be flushed by dogs and horses giving the 
hunter a good shot with his crossbow. Notice the blunt 
tip on the end of the arrows. This he recommended 
as the method to not damage any of the meat.

Picture 4 is interesting in that Phoebus went so far as 
to include how to hunt Stag safari style using what he 
called a Charnette or camouflaged stalking cart.
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4. The Crossbow is one good way to introduce 
      people to hunting. It increases the likelihood that 
      it is a positive experience, and that the individuals 
      stay involved. If they stay involved I believe they 
      will eventually use other weapons along with the 
      crossbow. All of this is very good for conservation 
      and commerce.

5. Trophy entrees with the Crossbow continue to rise 
     with no impact on entrees with other weapons.

6. There has been no reported increase in hunter 
      injuries/fatalities, poaching, or other crimes.

Finally, the use of the crossbow seems to have 
given many experienced hunters a new challenge 
and excitement about trophy hunting and probably 
hunting in general. 

Steve Breuning is an active member of the Exotic 
Wildlife Association and Safari Club International. He 
is a certified Tropaeologist and is the Trophy Game 
Records of the World Crossbow Hunter of the Year for 
2011-2012 and 2012-2013.

Winter 2015

that since the Michigan law changed in 2009, the 
number of people hunting during archery season has 
increased 13% while hunting during all other deer seasons 
has actually decreased by 7% during the same period. 
This decrease would likely be more dramatic if one 
was able to subtract crossbow harvests that occurred 
during these other seasons (remember, in Michigan 
crossbows may now be used during all seasons).

The Michigan report goes on to add that success rates 
(harvests) in 2011 were about 38% for the crossbow, 
30% for other bows, and 34% for firearms. Similar success 
rate differences were reported in 2001 in Oklahoma 
(Ditchkoff, SS, Starry, WR, Masters, RE. Hunter success 
and selectivity using crossbows. Proceedings of the 
Annual Conference of the Southeast Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies. 55:560-566. 2001).

What does it all mean? Well, real numbers seem to 
support the previously published reports on trends in 
hunting since the regulations on the crossbow became 
more relaxed. Crossbow hunters are adding to the 
number of hunters which is obviously important. It is not 
detracting from hunting with other weapons, especially 
other bows. 

Recently I wrote an article on the impact the Crossbow 
is having on trophy game entrees into the record 
book (Exotic Wildlife, Fall 2013). In looking at this along 
with the other reported findings, we can conclude 
the following related to the increase in the use of the 
Crossbow for hunting
 

1. There is an overall increase in the total number of 
       people hunting.

2. Successful harvest rates were higher with a Crossbow 
     than with other types of bows or rifles.

3. Smaller individuals (children, teens, and women)
     as well as the aged and disabled individuals 
     report that they are much more confident with a 
     Crossbow. Psychologically they don’t worry about 
     being able to pull back their bow and hold it. 
     They can support their Crossbow without trembling, 
     and they do not think about noise or recoil.



If you on the verge of becoming a 
Bow Hunter, a vast array of products 
and options awaits you.  This can 
be fun and exciting as well as 
confusing and overwhelming.  It is 
beyond our scope to provide 
detailed reviews of the various bows 
and accessories. But, we can 
provide you with a list of products 
which might help you begin to 
make your selection.

As Crossbows have become more 
popular, the choices and options 
have increased greatly.  Here is a 
partial list of Crossbows intended 
for someone at the entry level.  
These Crossbows are complete 
packages and have a list price 
under $500.00.  The $500.00 mark 
was used as a cutoff because 
once you get much below 
this many Crossbows become 
questionable for hunting.  The 
Crossbows listed below are more 
than adequate to hunt all levels 
of Big Game.  In fact, using my 
Parker Enforcer, I have successfully 
harvested everything from a 
small Javelina to a 1100 lb. Elk to a 
1700 lb. Asian Water Buffalo.  
All dropped on the spot.  These 
Crossbows are, accurate, deadly, 
and priced right.  All are worthy of 
consideration.  Have fun researching 
and trying them.  Try as many as 
you can, one Will feel the best.

Photo credit: USCPSC / Foter / CC BY
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Barnett Raptor FX & Lady Raptor FX                                       $ 399.00

Barnet Wildcat                                                                              $ 399.00

Barnett Brotherhood                                                                 $ 499.00

Barnett Penetrator                                                                 $ 499.00

Carbon Express Covert CX1                                                    $ 499.00

Excalibur  Axiom                                                                 $ 499.00

Horton Brotherhood                                                                 $ 399.00

Parker BushWacker                                                                 $ 449.00

Parker Enforcer                                                                 $ 499.00

Parker Challenger (and in Pink)                                       $ 499.00

PSE Reaper                                                                              $ 399.99

Wicked Ridge Warrior                                                                 $ 399.00

As Crossbow popularity has increased, the interest in Compound Bows 
has not suffered.  Todd Kuhn, the Bowhunting Editor for Outdoor Life 
recently published a review of what he considers to be “The 20 Best 
Hunting Bows Under $500.00” (list price). This excellent review is worth 
checking out (www.outdoorlife.com).  Here is a summary.

Alpine Archery Blush (Lady)                                                                               $ 399.00

Alpine Archery F2 Liberator                                                        $ 399.00

Bear Archery Strike                                                                       $ 399.00

Bear Archery Mauler                                                                    $ 499.00

Darton DS-600                                                                                                                 $ 444.00

Hoyt ProHawk                                                                                                                 $ 399.00

Hoyt Rampage                                                                  $ 499.00

Martin Exile ACU-Trac                                                                  $ 399.00

Martin Ridge Hunter                                                                  $ 399.00

Mission Craze                                                                               $ 299.00

Mission Venture                                                                  $ 499.00

Parker Buckshot (youth)                                                     $ 249.95

Parker Sidekick (youth)                                                     $ 299.95

Parker Blazer                                                                               $ 324.95

Parker Wildfire                                                                               $ 424.95

PSE Brute                                                                               $ 399.00

PSE Bow Madness XS                                                                  $ 499.00

Quest Hammer                                                                  $ 399.00

Quest Torch (youth, lady)                                                     $ 399.00

Winchester Tracker                                                                  $ 499.00

Again, these are all good Bows.  Try as many as you can and like 
with the Crossbow, one Will feel better than the rest.  Have fun and 
make sure you share your hunt stories and pictures with all of us.

Winter 2015 13 



Contact: Lt. Tim Robson, 269-685-6851, ext. 106 
or Ed Golder, 517-284-5815 
Agency: Natural Resources

Oct. 6, 2014

A Kent County man has pled guilty in a deer-poaching 
case that occurred in September in Montcalm 
County and is the first case of a violation meeting the 
new enhanced sentencing guidelines for poaching 
that became law in Michigan earlier this year.

On Sept. 21, Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
conservation officers responded to a complaint 
phoned in to the Report All Poaching (RAP) Line 
involving an adult suspect who allegedly killed two 
trophy white-tailed deer in Montcalm County during 
the 2014 Youth Hunt while acting as a mentor to 
an 8-year-old hunter. Jacob Powers, 25, of Lowell, 
Michigan, was arraigned Oct. 3 on the charge of taking 
two white-tailed deer during the closed season before 
a magistrate of the 64B District Court at Stanton in 
Montcalm County.

At arraignment, Powers entered a plea of guilty to the 
charge and was sentenced. He was assessed $335 
in fines and costs, $12,000 in restitution for payment to 
the state’s Fish and Game Protection Fund, and five 
days mandatory minimum jail time to be served as 
community service. In addition, Powers now faces 
up to five years of hunting license revocations in 
Michigan and 41 other states that participate in the 
Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact. Powers has yet 
to appear on charges in Ionia County for littering.

After receiving the information from the RAP Line 
dispatcher, three DNR conservation officers 
(Sgt. John Jurcich, Officer Cary Foster and Officer 
Dave Rodgers) began an investigation in Lowell 
and Grand Rapids attempting to locate Powers and 
two deer. Locating Powers at approximately 3 a.m. 
at his workplace, officers were able to obtain a 
confession to the incident and return to his residence, 
where they were assisted by the Lowell City Police 
recovering evidence to complete their investigation.

Officers seized two large antlered heads, meat and 
a shotgun used to take the animals while at the 
Powers residence. It was determined Powers had 
takenboth deer himself that morning in Bushnell 
Township of Montcalm County, while accompanying 
an 8-year-old youth on his first hunt. Powers illegally 
tagged one deer with the Mentored Youth Tag 
issued to the young hunter and procured a second 
license tag from a 6-year-old female family member 
prior to transporting the animals. Officers established 
Powers had captured trail camera images of the 
deer prior to the hunt and knew trophy deer were 
present in the hunt area. Officers concluded their 
investigation issuing an appearance ticket with a court 
date and left the home. Five days later, a conservation 
officer discovered two hides and evidence of deer 
processing that had been dumped in a parking lot 
at the Lowell State Game Area in Ionia County. Having 
not recovered these items on the night of the 
original investigation, the officer returned to meet 
with Powers and obtain a confession to the littering 
on state lands, leading to an additional charge.

DNR Conservation Officers Report First Case Involving 
Enhanced Deer Violation Penalties
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“The tougher poaching penalties were developed 
last year and approved by the Legislature and 
governor, and represent the first major changes to 
poaching laws in our state since 1990,” said DNR Law 
Enforcement Division Chief Gary Hagler. “Concerned 
hunting organizations and conservation officers 
have noticed an increased interest and demand for 
large antlered deer, which are frequently targeted 
by poachers who trespass, hunt at night and without 
a license. This is the first case prosecuted under the 
new law to enhance penalties and represents a great 
case of our officers and the local justice system 
working together to bring justice to individuals targeting 
trophy animals.”

Recent changes to penalties increased fines in this 
case by $10,000 and added two years of additional 
license revocations. Under the new law, antlered 
deer are assessed an additional $1,000 in restitution 
plus the standard $1,000 for illegally killing any deer. 
Deer with eight points but not more than 10 are $500 
a point, while deer with 11 points or more are assessed 
a penalty of $750 per point.

“Ethical hunters, wildlife viewers and our officers are 
hopeful that increased penalties will cause potential 
violators to rethink the temptation of poaching a 
trophy deer while providing additional protection for 
this valuable wildlife resource,” Hagler said.

For more information on the laws and regulations 
for hunting and fishing in Michigan, go to 
www.michigan.gov/conservationofficers.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is 
committed to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment of the state’s 
natural and cultural resources for current and future 
generations. For more information, go to 
www.michigan.gov/dnr.

15 Winter 2015

From Elk hunting in the States to the African Big 5 and Ibex 
hunting in Europe, Universal Hunter magazine is the source of all 

things hunting - a true hunting magazine that gives you what 
you want. Each issue of Universal Hunter features professional 

writer’s reviews of the latest outdoor gear and gadgets, as well 
as member stories about their own hunting, shooting, and other 

outdoor experiences, making the magazine truly....Universal.

For subscription information go to www.universalhunter.com 
where you can also download the free Apple & Android apps.



On August 28, 2014 SCI Detroit 

held its annual 3D shooting 

competition for its members. 

We had a great turnout 

at The Detroit Sportsman 

Congress gun range. Fun 

was had by all with there 

being 10 stations with five 

targets each. The targets 

ranged from suckers to metal 

crows. This years winner of 

a Henry Golden Boy 22 was 

92 year old Gabe Michel. 

That’s no typo – 92 years old 

and still a marksman.

Bob Taylor President) and 

Joe Konwinski (Treasurer) of 

the MIC (Michigan 

Involvement Committee) 

attended The Wildlife 

Society 77th Annual Awards 

Dinner and Ceremony 

to receive the Group 

Achievement Award for 

MIC. Great job guys.
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As you have read and continue to read the following hunt stories
from your fellow members, please give some serious thought to 
writing your own story to share with us.  We really do want to read it. 
One question I often get is. “I am not a very good writer and don’t 
know what to do? Please don’t let that stop you.  The editors of 
Trajectory will be more than happy to work with you every step of
the way. In the meantime, here are the first three of our hunt stories.

The second part of our Hunt Stories section is devoted to “first hunts”. 
We hope to have at least one article in each issue that tells the story 
of someone’s first hunt. I volunteered to go first and I am fortunate to 
be followed by the exciting first hunt of 19 year old Lauren Gattinger.

Now, for most of us, our first hunt does not tell the story of a 
world record class trophy animal. It might, and if yours does, 
great for you. But for most of us it most likely deals with humor, 
learning, and emotion.

So why are stories about hunts that may not describe the 
extraordinary chase or the world class animal important? They 
are important because it allows all of us to relive the most important 
hunt of our life - the hunt that started it all.

H U N T  S T O R I E S
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I love females! My mother and sisters, daughters 
and granddaughters, aunts and nieces, girlfriends 
and wives, I have been surrounded, and been 
blessed, by females my whole life. But female 
leopards in trees, I would just love to have shot one 
of them! However, where I had been hunting it 
was illegal and, anyway, I really wanted a nice 
big Tom leopard.

Sure, it was fun to return to Zambia in 2013 to hunt 
with my good friend Johnny Du Plooy, outfitter 
and President of the Zambia Professional Hunters 
Association. We had a Southern Roan, a Zambezi 
Sitatunga, and a Blue Duiker to show for our efforts. 
But hunting big cats, leopards and lions, had been 
banned by the government that year so after two 
weeks it was across the bridge over the Zambezi 
River south east of Lusaka to Zimbabwe for an 
additional fourteen days. There, in the National 
Parks where we hunted, shooting a female leopard 
was illegal. A fine would be levied and the 
animal would be confiscated. But females were 
the only leopards we saw. Great trip, but still a 
little discouraging.

And now, in 2014, I was in Tanzania where it is also 
illegal to shoot female leopards. And again, for 
twelve days, females were the only leopards we 
had seen. Oh, an outstanding White-bearded 
wildebeest shot for bait with a thirty inch spread 
of its horns measuring 85 inches total made for a 
very good start to the safari. And, a splendid East 
African Greater Kudu shot for bait with 53 plus 
inch horns measuring 129 5/8ths inches total also 
contributed to the overall success of the hunt. 
Especially as I remembered how Robert Ruark, in 
his classic novel Horn of the Hunter, dubbed the 
grey ghost of Africa “the hunter’s grail” and how 
hard he had hunted for one. It is certainly a much 
more difficult specie to collect that the rather 
common Eastern Cape or Southern Greater Kudu 
species. Too, there were several other Maasailand 

plains game species taken in the past twelve days 
including a graceful Southern Gerenuk which made 
this a memorable safari even without a leopard.

It’s not that male leopards were completely absent 
on this trip. In both Zimbabwe and Tanzania we 
had heard their calls in the surrounding hills and 
nearby underbrush as they mated with some, or 
maybe all, of the females we were seeing. Their 
large spoor was often quite obvious in the soft sand 
near and below the bait alongside the smaller 
female spoor. Several times we had returned to 
the blinds before dawn to discover very large 
amounts of bait had been eaten during the night. 
Way too much meat was devoured since we 
departed the previous evening to have been eaten 
by a female leopard. 

So day thirteen of this fourteen day safari was an 
hour from sunset as we watched two female 
leopard feeding on the bait after one, or both, of 
them had just mated with a Tom, out of sight, in 
the brush below the meal we had provided for 
them. And then, as females often do, they were 
gone. But then I noticed that he was standing in the 
tree, exactly fifty yards from the blind. I began 
my story telling you how much I like females but at 
this moment, I am not embarrassed to say, it was 
a big male that had my heart pounding. My jaw 
dropped as he suddenly turned to leave. For a 
moment I was totally dejected; but, for some 
unknown reason, before jumping out of the tree, he 
changed his mind and turned again to face the 
bait. I couldn’t believe it, after all this time I had a 
perfect shot! My 130 grain Federal Premium Trophy 
Copper bullet ripped through him just behind the 
elbow of his front leg and angled through the 
vital organs to the off side. He fell dead on the 
ground and never moved an inch, much to the 
relief of my Professional Hunter Peter Dafner. As you 
can see by the look on my face, I finally had my 
big Tom leopard.
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By Bob Berndt

They say that timing is everything and with the 
closing of all hunting in the African Country of 
Botswana at the end of 2013 I reflect back on a 
great hunt I had in 2008 and thankful that I was 
able to hunt there before the clock ran out. The 
following is an excerpt from my book, ‘Sunrise on 
the Zambezi’ covering my African hunts.
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They say that timing is everything and with the 
closing of all hunting in the African Country of 
Botswana at the end of 2013 I reflect back on a 
great hunt I had in 2008 and thankful that I was 
able to hunt there before the clock ran out. The 
following is an excerpt from my book, ‘Sunrise on 
the Zambezi’ covering my African hunts.

The morning started out as usual with my PH Jaco 
and I sitting by the fire drinking a cup of steaming 
hot coffee in the early morning chill as I try to 
burrow deeper into my fleece jacket, neither of 
us saying a word in that hypnotic state one gets 
staring into the flames and enjoying the quiet 
before the bush comes alive. Breaking the silence 
Jaco leans over and says, “Bob, this feels like an 
eland day.” 

As we drove out of camp I found myself shivering 
not so much from the cool morning chill but from 
the anticipation of what this day would bring. It 
wasn’t long before the sun started climbing higher 
and brought with it the first rays of warmth that 
feel so good and along with Jaco’s comment that 
we were now in the area where he has often seen 
eland had me pumped up and ready with the 
anticipation that at any moment the trackers would 
announce an eland sighting, but, as is often the 
case when hunting in Africa, plans can change 
very quickly as it wasn’t long before the trackers 
had spotted a very good red hartebeest so it had 
now suddenly become a ‘hartebeest day’. 

Jaco quickly determined that it was a good one 
so we rapidly exited the truck with our lead tracker 
China as the others drove off vacating the area. 
We had to make a wide arc around to avoid 
spooking several springbok that would certainly 
have taken the old lone hartebeest with them. 
Single file we walked slowly trying as best as we 
could to avoid the crunchy leaves beneath our 
feet as we followed China’s stealthy approach 
that seemed to take forever when all at once like 
a dog on point he froze in mid step with his hand 
up and one finger pointing in the direction where 
the hartebeest stood motionless. Jaco, finding 
a shooting lane, set up the shooting sticks and 
motioned me forward. As I looked through the 

scope I could see it standing quartering away to 
my right perfectly framed by several small trees 
and shrubs giving me the shot I needed, my first 
shot of the safari.

In Africa you have to remind yourself that you are 
always judged by your African trackers based 
on your first shot of the hunt, and as a PH on an 
earlier hunt explained to me that it is at that point 
when your nickname is often given. Make a good 
first shot, he continued, and you will be held in 
high esteem and highly respected, make a poor 
first shot and forget it. Shooting perfectly the rest 
of the hunt will mean nothing. If you make that 
good first impression the trackers seem to work 
harder for the Bwana and you will likely get a good 
moniker for the duration. 

With this thought running through my mind I made 
extra sure that the sight picture and squeeze were 
not rushed. At the shot I could see he dropped 
straight down. Both Jaco and China let out a loud 
whoop of pleasure and congratulated me on 
the shot. I felt that great sense of elation you get 
with a well-placed shot and that you also made 
that good first impression with both your PH and 
trackers and also a great sense of relief that you 
didn’t blow that first shot opportunity on a very 
good trophy after a long and tricky stalk. He was 
very old and a great animal to take. We loaded 
the hartebeest on the truck and continued our 
search for an eland.

The eland we were after is the ‘Livingstone Eland’, 
named after the well know explorer in the 1800’s 
in Rhodesia. The largest of the African antelope, 
they are distinctive in that the males have a large 
dew lap, thick spiral shaped horns, and a thick 
dark patch of hair on their forehead. Eland, when 
alerted, will run for miles and are considered by 
many the biggest challenge of the entire spiral horn 
group. In addition, the meat is excellent eating. 

It was approaching noon and we were ready to 
head back to camp for lunch and get the 
hartebeest to the skinning shed when our trackers 
spotted a small group of eland on the move. 
After a quick conversation between Jaco and 
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the trackers as to their likely destination Jaco put 
the pedal to the metal and we covered ground 
in a wild ride that would make going over Niagara 
Falls in a barrel less jarring. Skidding to a stop we 
jumped out of the truck and as I grabbed my rifle 
Jaco said, “Bob, there is a hell of a good bull in 
that herd, let’s go get him!” We took off in a fast 
trot through the mixed thorn bush and Mopani 
woods to a spot that China felt would be the right 
location to intercept them where they would 
likely cross in front of us. The plan worked well as 
we could now see them approaching at a fast 
trot but with no signs of slowing down. As they drew 
near the leader of the pack spotted us and kicked 
it into high gear with the rest following suit. Jaco 
quickly said, “Take the lead one when he crosses 
in front of us!” That instant panicked thought of 
self-doubt flashed through my mind knowing that 
I have trouble hitting a pheasant with a shotgun 
I’m thinking how am I going to pull this off? I knew 
I had to take advantage of this opportunity 
even though it was marginal, opportunity can be 
fleeting. The rest was pure instinct as the big eland 
approached and entered the opening I let go 
a snap shot as he flashed through my scope. I 
heard the slap of a bullet strike and Jaco yelling, 
“Good shot, you hit him!” An immediate sense of 
relief enveloped me as I savored what I had just 
done but I was quickly snapped back to attention 
as Jaco shouted, “Shoot again!” Raising the gun 
I tried to pick him up as he galloped straight away 
from us but the only sight picture I had was his 
large backside so I fired at the only target I had. 
I again heard the bullet strike but it didn’t do a 
thing to slow him down or even affect him. Following 
Jaco’s lead we all took off in an all-out race to 
follow up and not lose sight of the giant bull [I said 
we raced, actually they raced while I did my 

best to not fall too far behind, I wouldn’t call my 
movements racing ]. The bull soon slowed down 
and we saw him standing broadside and once 
again Jaco ordered, “Shoot again!” Again we 
heard the distinct thump but unbelievably the bull 
took off yet again. Now I’m thinking, what is going 
on....three shots from a .375 and he just keeps 
going. Again Jaco barked, “let’s go!” so off we go 
again making yet another dash through the bush 
and thorns but as we round a thick patch of brush 
we can see he is finally down.

As we approached him I’m astounded at the 
tremendous size of this brute and the thick mass of 
his spiral horns. I’m looking at him as a great trophy 
but the Bushmen were looking at him from a 
different perspective, the amount of meat lying 
before them. I don’t know how it happened but 
out of nowhere suddenly appeared Bushmen 
from every direction, I couldn’t believe what I was 
seeing. Their numbers were appreciated to assist 
getting this 1,500 pound animal loaded up for 
the trip back to the skinning shed. It was now early 
afternoon and with the truck groaning I wondered 
if the truck springs would hold up with all the weight 
of the load consisting of an eland, hartebeest, 
four trackers, Jaco, and I as we slowly made our 
way back to camp. The day had been very 
good and I guess Jaco’s prediction did come to 
pass, it had been an eland day.

From the Editor. I thank Bob for sharing this excerpt 
from his delightful book – ‘Sunrise on the Zambezi’. 
Signed copies of Bob’s book are available by 
contacting Bob Berndt @ SCI Detroit. It is a fitting 
end to his story to join Bob sitting by the evening 
fire watching the beautiful African Sunset that 
closed out each day.
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Grey Ghosts 
in the 

Lone Star State
By Lou Ghilardi
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I now have two reasons to remember Pearl Harbor 
Day. On December 7, 2013, my good friend, 
Steve Breuning, and I were on our fourth day of bow
hunting in the Hill Country of Texas. We were at the 
14,000 acre Star S Ranch near Mason, TX, managed 
by our long-time friend Eric White. I was hunting 
with Craig Zorn, with whom my wife, Pattee, and 
I have hunted for several years. Between us, we 
have taken five record-book, trophy quality animals 
with Craig as our guide. 

Although it was the last scheduled day of our hunt, 
I had not released an arrow. Craig and I had been 
seeing a lot of game from a couple of different 
pop-up blind locations we had sat in. My primary 
pursuit was a mature gemsbok, but up to that 
point those that we saw had not given me a shot. 
In addition to gemsbok, we were seeing numerous 
other quality animals within bow range each time 
we sat, including zebra, wildebeest, sable, kudu, 
fallow, axis, whitetail and hogs. 

The kudu we saw were most impressive. It was the 
first time I had been within 30 yards of kudu bull 
and they were magnificent. Several had horns in 
the mid-50-inch range with good mass. It was 
clearly evident why the kudu is appropriately 
referred to as the Grey Ghost. Their grey/brown 
coat allows them to blend in perfectly with the 
surrounding habitat as they move their large bodies 
without a sound in what seems like slow motion. 
At times, they seemed to appear out of thin air.

Just before dark on the second day of our hunt, 
we saw a particular kudu bull that got quite a 
reaction out of Craig. Craig is not one to get too 
excited, but he clearly was when he said, “That’s 
a really big bull,” as a big-bodied kudu bull with 
very deep-curled horns approached us. Craig 
estimated his heavy horns to be in the high 50-inch 
range. Although the large kudu bull came within 
bow range, at that point I was still intent on scoring 
on a mature gemsbok and didn’t attempt a shot.

Craig took a picture of the bull with his phone and 
that night showed it to Eric. With its deep curls and 
tall horns, Eric thought it was the same bull that a 
hunter had shot at with a muzzleloader the prior 

month. He said the shot had hit high in the left front 
leg. But the big bull Craig and I saw did not limp 
and we didn’t notice any visible wounds.

On the third day, we hunted in the same location 
as the night before. Over the previous night, I 
had decided that if the big kudu bull gave me a 
good shot, I would take it, even though a kudu 
was well beyond my planned budget for this hunt. 
I have thought about hunting in Africa now and 
then, but due to a variety of health and other 
reasons, I’ve not made the trip. I don’t know if I will 
ever make it to Africa, but if I were to go, kudu 
with a bow would be at the top of my list. With the 
quantity and quality of African species we had 
been seeing, it certainly felt like we were in Africa; 
so I figured this was going to be my “African” 
kudu hunt. Early that morning, we saw the kudu 
bull we were after. We identified him as the giant we 
saw the previous night because of his distinctive 
deep-curled, tall and heavy horns, but also 
noticed scarred-over entry and exit bullet holes at 
the top of his front left leg, presumably from the 
muzzleloader shot Eric told us about. He came within 
bow range, but he never settled down to give 
me a good shot because a couple of zebra had 
come in and rattled him.

The morning of the fourth day was very cold with 
temps in the teens. We did not see many animals 
that morning or through the afternoon as they 
seemed to be hunkered down due to the cold 
weather. For the evening hunt, we went back to 
the blind where we had seen the big kudu bull. 
Animals came out in droves. At one point we had 
over 20 gemsbok within 30 yards of us – two of 
which were shooters, but neither presented a shot. 
Along with the gemsbok, we saw sable, wildebeest, 
and zebra. It was as I would picture it in Africa!

I had previously told Craig that I didn’t want to shoot 
any animal just to shoot something. I wanted to 
wait for a mature, respectable representative of 
whatever species gave me a good bow shot 
opportunity. And I would have been perfectly happy 
going home empty-handed if it didn’t happen. 
That is hunting and this was a great bow hunting 
experience whether or not I released an arrow. 
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Either way, I knew I would be returning to Star S 
Ranch after having encountered so many trophy 
quality animals over my four days of hunting. 

About an hour before dark, we saw two kudu in 
the brush about 50 yards to our right. One was a 
unique “non-typical” bull that had one of its sizable 
horns curling downward under its neck. The 
other was the big bull with the bullet holes in its leg. 
The big bull was in the lead and silently made its 
way towards us amongst a bunch of gemsbok. He 
was at 24 yards broadside when I released. My 
480 grain arrow hit behind his shoulder penetrating 
about 2/3 up the shaft. I was somewhat concerned 
that the shot might have been a bit further back 
than ideal for an African animal, the vitals of 
which are more forward than North American game. 
Nonetheless, I was happy with the shot, as was 
Craig as he smiled and gave me a tap on the knee.

The big bull trotted to our right about 30 yards into 
the brush and stopped. Craig and I could 
see him standing there and waited for him to go 
down . . . and waited . . . and waited. Darkness 
was fast approaching. I didn’t have a clear shot 
from the blind to put another arrow into him. I 
contemplated getting out of the blind to get another 
shot off at him. I even contemplated using my 
Glock 10 mm pistol to shoot him in his exposed 
neck from the blind. In the end, Craig convinced 
me that because he wasn’t moving, he was hurt 
bad, and the best thing to do was to sneak out of 
the blind after dark and return in the morning. 

Needless to say, I didn’t sleep a wink – I kept tossing 
and turning, re-living the shot over and over in 
my mind. The next morning, Craig said he did the 
same thing and didn’t sleep either. Pattee told us 
we should have spent the night commiserating 
together, which would have allowed her to actually 
get some rest.

At first good light, Craig and I went to the spot where 
we last saw the big kudu bull standing. We found 
good blood pooled up at the spot and started 
scanning for more sign. I then saw a large grey mass 
with white stripes lying horizontally on the ground 
about 15 yards beyond where we last saw the 

kudu standing the night before; he had gone down 
within 50 yards from the point of the shot. I was 
so relieved and gratified. I yelled to Craig, “Kudu 
down!” As I approached the Grey Ghost, I was 
in awe at his large body and his heavy, long 
horns. He was the most magnificent animal I had 
taken with gun or bow! The usually unexcitable 
Craig was just as giddy, too! We high-fived and 
hugged each other. Later Craig said that we 
screamed liked little girls (but I don’t recall that 
happening!). It was just an incredible emotional 
high following the incredible emotional low of 
not recovering my kudu the night before and 
thinking of the possibility that I may have blown 
the shot.

It turned out my arrow punctured both lungs. For 
that kudu not to go down after more than an 
hour of having both lungs sliced clean through with 
my 1.5 inch broadhead, is a testament to the 
toughness of African game animals. Due to his nearly 
frozen body, we surmised he expired shortly after 
we left the blind the night before. 

Green score measurements of the horns were 
62 inches and 59-1/2 inches. Official SCI scoring 
has this Kudu as #1 with a bow, and overall #2 
(regardless of weapon). One of the guides at 
Star S sent pictures of my kudu to some of his PH 
friends in Africa and I understand they now are 
planning to book hunts at Star S!

This was truly a hunt of a lifetime. I don’t know 
how it would compare to Africa, but the 
emotions I experienced were incredible and the 
quality of my trophy far surpassed my standard 
of a “respectable representative.” 

On this hunt, I used my Mathews Z7 bow, strung 
at 63 lbs.; Carbon Express Pile Driver arrows; 100 grain 
G5 T3 broadhead; QAD Ultra HD rest; Trophy 
Ridge Alpha V sight; and Tru-Fire Hardcore release. 

From the Editor: I want to thank Lou for sharing his 
story which originally appeared in Exotic Wildlife, 
Winter, 2014. How nice, our Michigan brother, 
harvests a SCI World Record African animal, in the 
Great state of Texas.
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We had been out several mornings and I was tired. 
The weather report was for cold and rain, the 
perfect time to be warm and safe under the covers. 
But my boyfriend (Jon) said it was worth a try 
and so I committed to another early morning 
adventure. Getting up at 5 am and going out to 
hunt seemed like such a great idea when we were
picking out my pink trimmed Advantage camo. 
My boyfriend had taught me to shoot a rifle, 
handgun and a crossbow and I enjoyed the 
practice very much. Summer up North and the 
indoor range are comfy places to learn to shoot. 
Jon said I had to be consistent enough to humanely 
harvest an animal and I agreed. We practiced a lot.

The mornings had been lovely but no deer had 
passed our way. I enjoyed the days very much but,
I have to admit, the no talking rule was tough 
to take. I was a cheerleader far longer than I 
have been a hunter and any sporting event that 
isn’t accompanied by a lot of noise takes me 
some getting used to. So I sat, looked, listened, 
and snoozed.

We arrived at the ground blind while it was still very 
dark, placed the Horton crossbow and our packs 
inside, then eagerly sat our chairs. When we were 
settled in we turned out our lights and opened 
the ports to see and shoot, then all was quiet. As 
the blackness slowly turned to gray Jon was quietly 
clearing some leaves from around our feet. As the 

T h e  T h r i l l  O f  A  L i fe t i m e
 By Lauren Gattinger

dawn was breaking, I was looking into the woods 
and swore I saw something move, no, yes, no, a 
buck, a shadow, no, a buck coming our way. I 
nudged Jon, I apologized later for the bruise in his 
side. I quietly raised the crossbow, held steadily 
behind the shoulder, one third up from the bottom 
of the chest. I released the safety and squeezed 
the trigger, whamp! I hit it! My heart was racing 
and my hands were shaking. I didn’t know whether 
to laugh, cry, or cheer- I cheered with the biggest 
Cheerleader grin I had ever had.

We waited about 20 minutes to let the deer expire 
in peace. The blood trail was easy to follow and 
at its end was my first deer, a buck. We tagged, 
photographed and field dressed it. I never stopped 
smiling although the field dressing was a bit 
disgusting. We hauled it back to the truck. Next 
stop Country Smoke House!

When the processing was done we picked the 
meat up and I took my very own venison home 
to my freezer. That night we made blackstrap 
and onions. Honestly the proudest and tastiest 
meal of my life. Since then my family has enjoyed 
sauces and chili and yes, a bit of tenderloin. Unless 
you have done it it is difficult to describe how 
satisfying harvesting and eating your own game 
can be. I am so glad to have had the opportunity 
to learn to hunt. I wish more people would step out 
of their comfort zone and try this very special sport.

27 Winter 2015
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I’ve been fortunate 
to hunt quite a bit 
and lucky to have 
been fairly successful 
at it. With this in 
mind, most people 
seem shocked that 
I have only been 
hunting since New 
Year’s Eve 1998. 
Yep, I started when 
I was 46 years old 
and here is the story.

By Steve Breuning
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In the fall of 1997 Vicky came upon a program. 
called “The Queen of the Forest.” This four day camp 
was of interest to her and she attended. Here she 
was also introduced to shooting a bow, a handgun, 
and a rifle. This resulted in both of use taking up 
the bow and becoming fairly good at it.

At her Queen of the Forest camp Vicky became 
pretty good friends with Shemane Nugent. We 
were invited to join the Nugent family on their 
12-29-98/1-3-99 New Year’s celebration and hunting 
trip to the Y.O. Ranch in the Hill Country of Texas. 
We went on the trip as non-hunters. 

When we arrived at the ranch and began to check 
in we were told that there was a mix up and would 
we mind staying in one of the neighboring land 
owners guest homes along with one other couple. 

We had no problem with this because they were 
nicer accommodations. The house was however 
about five miles away but still on the ranch. We 
met the couple we would be staying with; Pattee 
and Lou Ghilardi. Ironically they were also from 
Michigan and live only about 45 miles from us. We 
had a great time together on this trip and remain 
very close friends to this day. 

Vicky says she knew all along that I would hunt on 
this trip. She knew I “was ready.” I’m not sure why 
she felt this because I do not believe I had any 
intention of hunting or expressed that I did. But 
usually she’s way ahead of me.

Unbeknownst to me, she and Ted had had a prior 
conversation on getting me baptized to hunting. On 
New Year’s Eve, 1998, I spent from 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
with Ted. For two solid hours he gave me one-on-one 
bow training and hunting tips. I cannot thank 
Ted enough for the undivided attention he 
gave me in preparation for what became a life 
altering experience. 

I cannot thank Ted enough for the undivided 
attention he gave me in preparation for what 
became a life altering experience. 

At 2:45 p.m. Vicky, Pattee, Lou and I went with our 
guide, Ronnie. Pattee and Lou were hunting, Vicky 
was observing, and I was taken to a tree stand. 

It was sunny with clear blue sky, the temperature 
was about 45 degrees, and there was a nice gentle 
breeze. Before I was dropped off, Ronnie reviewed 
that we were to be hunting “management” Sika 

bucks. These are bucks with seven points rather 
than the typical eight. These are bucks that they 
do not want to breed. Some people call this cull 
hunting. This is a strategy whereby wildlife managers 
eliminate inferior animals from the habitat’s gene 
pool. It is also used when a habitat is overpopulated.

This was my first time in a tree stand. It was 
interesting – a nice combination of anxiousness, 
heightened awareness, and adrenaline surges. 
Vicky was right, I was ready. 

The first 20 minutes were very quiet. Then, all of a 
sudden there was a loud thunderous rustling 
through the brush that could only be generated by 
a large animal. I waited calmly (if you don’t count 
my heart rate of 200 bps) as I knew my Sika buck 
was coming. I was aimed, pulled back, and planning 
what I would say when everyone congratulated 
me. The commotion seemed to continue forever. 
Then, just in front of me came the largest squirrel I 
had ever seen.

OK, lesson #1; control premature celebration.

A few minutes later a large free ranging longhorn 
steer arrived and began to eat at the base of the 
stand I was in. Soon 14 more engulfed the site.
I cannot say I wasn’t disappointed; but after 
30 minutes the disappointment passed when I 
accepted the fact that they were not about to 
leave and realized the unique opportunity I had 
to observe the behavior of these animals from so 
close (10-20 yards) and totally unnoticed. For 
almost two hours I watched feeding, copulation, and 
territoriality. It became very exhilarating. But I must 
confess, I was getting hungry and soon my thoughts 
had drifted to me really wanting a good burger.

With the longhorns dominating the area I did not see 
a single deer; so much for my first outing as a hunter. 

But as you can in the Tree Stand Picture, I was 
confident and ready, bright beige face and all.

When the gang picked me up I described my 
adventure, or maybe better put lack of adventure. 
I noticed that Pattee, Lou, and Ronnie were all smiling 
and then in one motion all pointed to Vicky. Not 
only did Vicky decide to hunt, she shot a beautiful 
Sika buck. Again, she was way ahead of me.

Lou had shot his Sika buck and I guess Vicky made 
a comment to Ronnie about wanting to try it. They 
didn’t have to look very long when a buck was 
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spotted. Ronnie told me Vicky made a good shot at 
about 100 yards. Her shot was high and forward and 
the buck ran about 100 yards before it went down. 

That evening was News Year Eve and we had a 
nice but subdued celebration. Ted played the 
guitar and kids sang along. There was some 
campfire storytelling, then bed time. Ted went to 
bed about 9:30 and the rest of us about 11:00. 
After all, we were having breakfast at 5:30 a.m.

It was New Years day and I entered a different tree 
stand at 7:15 a.m. The thought racing through 
my head was “the first of the year – what better 
day to begin my new hunting life.” This was surely 
a good omen.

I was in stand until 11:00 a.m. It became sunny, clear 
blue sky, about 35 degrees, and very windy. This 
morning in the tree stand was quite different than 
yesterday afternoon. Very quickly several Axis 
doe arrived and began to eat. At this point I was 
only after a buck so I passed on the chance to take 
a shot. A whitetail doe joined the group followed 
by several others. It wasn’t long before two large 
whitetail bucks arrived – one a phenomenal 12 
point. He was breath taking. He stood at about 
15 yards in direct broadside position. However, it 
was not what I was there for. We were to hunt Sika
bucks. I will never forget my balancing the desire 
for this to be my first harvest with the self-control 
not to shoot. I felt good that I did the right thing 
and passed on this shot. 

As the morning went on I started to get very 
frustrated with this Whitetail buck not letting any 
other deer into the area. There were now numerous 
Fallow and Sika bucks trying to get to the food. I 
could see a very nice management Sika trying like
crazy to test my ability as an archer. The Whitetail 
buck would not let him close enough. He continued 
to very aggressively keep all the rest away. 

I had been sitting motionless for over an hour and 
it was clear that this big buck was not about to 
leave, or share, the area. My frustration turned 
to anger and I began to give seriously consideration 
to just shooting the son-of-a-bitch. I remember 
thinking – damn, this deer is really mean.

For some reason I began to recall my conversations 
with Ted where he described the painstaking 
slowness of movement that the bow hunter must 
have so as not to spook the deer. When their 
heads are down you move an inch, when heads 

come up, no movement. When one spooks, they 
all spook. Off they run. Then the light bulb went 
off. I began to think “why not move?” The whitetail 
buck will spook and run, and then maybe the other 
deer will come back in. I thought to myself – this 
is brilliant. So I let out a loud cough. He raised his 
head in startlement, but he stood firm just staring 
straight at me. I was sitting with my bow resting 
in my lap secured with my left hand. So I took my 
right hand and waved vigorously at the buck. He 
immediately put his head down and began to eat.

I now held my bow between my knees, took off my 
gloves, and clapped twice. His head again rose 
for about five seconds then it dropped to eat again. 
I began to think that maybe I misinterpreted Ted’s 
description of “painstakingly slow and quiet.” At 
this point I secured my bow to a hook in the tree 
and stood up in the stand (still harnessed in), while 
clapping and yelling as loud as I could “Hey, you 
ever hear of Ted Nugent?” Apparently he hadn’t, he 
did not budge. So I sat back down and observed 
for the next 40 minutes. It was now lunch time.

That afternoon I switched gears and went out for 
a rifle hunt. Since I had never done this either it 
seemed like the right time to give it a try. It had 
become fairly cold, about 25 degrees and very 
windy. The sun was still out. Overall, there was 
very little animal movement. The rifle hunting was 
done safari style. We used a 20 year old suburban. 
We scouted and tracked from 3-4:30 p.m. with 
virtually no animals observed. About 4:30 we saw 
a herd of about 30 Sika deer which included five 
5-6 point bucks and one 7 point buck. After the 
7 point we went. We paralleled their movements 
from about 200-300 yards for 30 minutes. The herd 
stopped and we came to within 150 yards. We 
sat at this distance for about 10 minutes without a 
clear shot. The herd began to move and after 
five minutes they stopped. We were within 100 yards 
and a clear shot presented itself. I had a near 
broadside shot and fired. The bullet it low and back 
and the deer ran. I was getting worried that my 
first shot was a horrible shot. We then saw the buck 
go down. It had run about 60 yards. 

When I set the crosshairs of the sight on the Sika 
buck I was a bit nervous and had to mentally 
talk myself down. When I fired and took the buck 
I felt nothing. 

I certainly admired its beauty but no real excitement, 
considerable remorse, but nothing else. My first 
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thought was of Ted describing someone he knew, 
a famous hunter, who was an emotionless hunter – 
certainly the polar opposite of Ted. Ted explained 
that he couldn’t understand why such a person 
would continue to hunt. I remember thinking “my 
god, I’m an emotionless hunter.” It just seemed 
so mechanical.

Heading back into camp I was actually disappointed 
that I felt so little. It was really bothering me. I think 
Ronnie sensed what I was going through because 
he stopped the vehicle (supposedly a bathroom 
break) and when we were out of the vehicle he 
took me aside and said “trust me, let’s go get 
another one.” I just nodded. He quickly sighted a 
herd of Sika doe moving just beyond a cluster of 
trees. We paralleled their movements for about 
15 minutes at 100 yards. A 
clear, direct broadside shot 
at the largest doe presented 
itself from 95 yards. I aimed 
and fired. The doe went 
two feet straight up in the 
air and dropped straight 
down. The bullet was 
directly through the heart 
and both lungs; the harvest 
was instantaneous. 

With this shot everything 
changed. When I fired and 
the deer instantly dropped 
I felt a rush almost as intense 
as any I’ve ever felt. 

The intense exhilaration is 
hard to describe. It was by 
no means just a thrill of killing 
because I did feel much remorse; but rather, an 
excitement of accomplishment and the feeling of 
conquest. Not conquest over the deer - the 
conquest of lingering issues of fear and self-doubt.

I admit, this is not much of a hunting picture, but 
when I look at it, my smile is as large as when I 
look at any of the 35 medal winning animals that 
are displayed in our trophy room.

I realized I had reached a new level of personal 
strength and empowerment. I also thought of a 
Native American legend whereby older deer 
explain to a young boy that they do not mind 
being hunted by someone who is sacred of 
heart and sacred of thought. Being hunted by such 

a person ensures that their spiritual form is spared 
and thus they are given immortal life. I try to live by 
these principles and hoped that spiritual immortality 
had been granted.

I developed a prayer I now say after each harvest. 
It’s modified from what the Mohicans would say 
after a successful hunt. Mine is:

“I honor your courage, your strength, and your speed, 
and I thank the lord for his blessing of this harvest.”

Several important things happened on this hunt in 
addition to it starting me on my incredulously 
productive hunting. We met Lou and Pattee who 
remain some of our closest friends. The excitement 
of venison as a food staple has contributed greatly 
to our near total organic lifestyle. Ronnie and I 

became close friends as he 
guided me on a number of 
fun hunts over several years. 
And, Eric White was the first 
person I met at the ranch 
and to this day he remains a 
close friend and someone 
who I admire greatly.

Before we left the ranch Ted 
and I were talking and I said 
to him “do you know what 
you’ve done to me.” I’ll 
never forget his ear-to-ear 
grin as he shook my hand 
and said “Oh, yea.”

Baptism by Nuge – and so it 
began. And the best part, no 
matter how carried away 

I get with hunting; I can look at Vicky and say 
“Hey, you started it.”

By the way, the Sika bucks shot by Vicky and me 
hang proudly in our friend’s restaurant The Big Bear 
Lodge, in Flat Rock, Mi.

Reprinted with permission from Exotic Wildlife, 
Winter, 2014.



08-21-14  ZAMBIA LIFTS BAN ON HUNTING

Zambia’s Tourism and Arts minister announced that 
the ban on hunting in the 19 government hunting 
blocks, which are currently unallocated, has been 
lifted except for large cat hunting.  This is a critical 
first step forward for reintroducing regulated hunting 
across Zambia to stimulate Zambia’s economy and 
encourage conservation of the wildlife.

08-27-14  SCIENTIFIC FISH & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 
ACT BECOMES LAW IN MICHIGAN

This citizens initiated petition approved by the Michigan 
Senate and House.  

• Ensures that decisions affecting the taking of fish and 
   game are made using sound scientific fish and 
   wildlife management

• Provides for free hunting, fishing and trapping 
   licenses for active members of the military

• Provides appropriations for fisheries management 
   activities within Michigan necessary for rapid 
   response, prevention, control and/or elimination of 
   aquatic invasive species, including Asian carp

09-23-14  GRAY WOLF HUNTING IN WYOMING 
SUSPENDED

After two years of legal wolf hunting in Wyoming, a 
U.S. District Court Judge seated in Washington D.C. 
ruled that Wyoming’s plan was not legally sufficient 
to support the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 2012 
rule allowing limited take of gray wolves.  As a result, 
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department has 
suspended all sales of gray wolf licenses and will 
establish a system to refund hunters who have already 
purchased a 2014 Wyoming wolf license.  Wolf hunting 
in Wyoming was scheduled to begin 10-01-14.  
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Chief game 
Warden said, ‘ We are disappointed in the ruling that 
removes the Wyoming game and Fish Department’s 
ability to manage gray wolves in Wyoming.  We will 
continue to work with the Wyoming Attorney General’s 
Office to address relevant concerns and ensure wolf 
management is returned to the state” 

09-24-14  MICHIGAN SENATE PASSES AIR GUN RE-
CLASSIFICATION PACKAGE

This important legislative package seeks to achieve 
pragmatic and much-needed reform by redefining 
what are firearms and what are air guns to relieve 

Michigan residents, and those seeking to engage in 
interstate commerce with Michigan residents, from 
outdated and unduly burdensome restraints on the 
transfer, purchase and possession of most air guns.

• Aligns Michigan’s definition of “firearm” with the 
   federal definition such that firearm would be 
   redefined to be “any weapon which expels a 
   projectile by action of an explosive”

• Groups air gun under the broader term of 
   “pneumatic guns” which propel a projectile by 
   spring, gas pressure or air pressure

This legislation has been sent to the Michigan House 
for their deliberation and action.

10-07-14  SILVER CARP ENVIRONMENTAL DNA 
DETECTED IN LAKE MICHIGAN TRIBUTARY

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) are 
collaborating to assess a recent positive environmental 
DNA (eDNA ) result for silver carp, a species of Asian 
carp, within the lower Kalamazoo River, Allegan 
County, Michigan.  Of 200 samples taken from the 
Kalamazoo River in July 2014, one sample taken just 
below the Caulkins Dam tested positive for silver 
carp eDNA.  “Although not conclusive, this finding 
heightens our vigilance and sets into motion a specific 
response,” said MDNR Director Keith Creagh.  “We 
will work with our partner organizations and anglers 
on next steps to protect the Great Lakes and its tributaries 
against this significant threat.”

In response to this silver carp eDNA finding, the MDNR

• Immediately requested additional assistance from 
   the USFWS to implement another eDNA 
   surveillance effort of 200 additional samples from 
   the lower Kalamazoo River with expedited testing 
   and results availability.

• Will increase the presence of MDNR staff along the 
   Kalamazoo River to enlist and encourage anglers 
   to report any Asian carp sightings.

• Will place information in local bait shops in the 
   Kalamazoo River area to broaden public 
   awareness.

A N D  O T H E R  W I L D L I F E  N E W S
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From U.S. Fish & Wildlife and U.S. Census Bureau – 
2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, & Wildlife Associated Recreation

Revised February 2014   http://wsfrprograms.fws.gov

13.7

$33.7

$10.4

11%

$14.0

$9.3

million Hunters 
age 16 and older

billion spent 
on hunting

billion spent 
food, lodging, travel

of Hunters are Women 
(largest percentage ever)

billion spent 
on equipment

billion spent 
on licenses, permits, leases, 
magazines, and books
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One of the changes to 
Trajectory will be the 
inclusion of more things 
of interest to our female 
members. In surveying 
them I found that articles 
related to clothing and 
accessories was important. 
So that is where we start.

F A S H I O N S
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It is said that the first impression is a lasting one. If 
you have ever encountered the fun-loving owners
of Girls with Guns Clothing, fierce, feminine, 
fashionable and full of energy are a few adjectives 
you might use to describe them. Jen Adams and 
Norissa Harman, best friends and business partners,
bring their own spice to the clothing line that has 
been developed for the female gun enthusiast and
woman huntresses around the world. Being women 
and hunters, they wanted to create a line of 
clothing that combines their passion for the sport 
of shooting and hunting as well as their flair for 
fashion. The purpose of Girls with Guns Clothing is
to encourage women to show their love for hunting 
and shooting in a fashionable and edgy way.

It all started with a dream. Norissa’s husband would
bring home women’s t-shirts from his hunting trips. 
Most of them did not fit properly and were not 
appealing to Norissa’s sense of fashion. Norissa was 
convinced she could do it better. At the time, 
she owned a small embroidery business and had
the resources to build her own clothing line. That’s 
where Jen came in. Norissa and Jen had become 
close friends while working together at a local 
real estate office. They had a mutual respect of 
work ethic and drive, and knew that they could 
do so much with the dream of Girls with Guns. In 
2009, Girls with Guns Clothing was born.

From their humble beginning in Norissa’s Red Bluff
California garage, the hard work of hand drawing, 
pressing, and embroidering on Norissa’s single head 
embroidery machine, has grown GWG to where 
it is today. Girls with Guns Clothing can be found 
everywhere from big-names sporting goods stores, 
like Scheel’s and Sportsman’s Warehouse, to local 
specialty shops nationwide. Partnerships that 
include Montana Silversmiths, Mossy Oak, and a
full line of women’s footwear are just a few examples 
of what to expect from GWG now and in the future. 

For those who follow the social media stream, you
might familiar with the faces of #TeamGWG 
members. Girls with Guns Clothing knows that each 
and every GWG is different, that is why their team 
of athletes cover a broad range of professions; 

B E  F E M I N I N EThe latest in Women’s Hunting Apparel, Jewelry, 

& Shooting Accessories. Chantelle Enslin, 

the editor of Universal Hunter Magazine has 

graciously provided the following review.
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wakeboarders Raequel and Shawna Hoffman, 
professional archer Paige Pearce, PRCA barrel 
racer Marvel Murphy, country music singers Morgan 
Mills and Alisa Star, and PRCA bareback rider 
Zack Brown. Above all, #TeamGWG is built on 
diversity, passion, and love of the brand for which 
they stand for.

Through the growth and development of GWG 
Clothing, Jen and Norissa have been given the 
opportunity to shoot a television show that will air 
on Monday evenings 11pm EST, from December 29th, 
2014 on the Sportsman’s Channel, Universal Huntress 
TV. The journey of UHTV has been humbling and 
spiritual as these two small town girls are traveling 
the world hunting exotic animals in Africa and 
New Zealand, as well as big game hunts in the 
United States. While shooting UHTV, Norissa and Jen 
have been field-testing and perfecting their new 
line of women’s hunting clothes that are now 
available online and in stores. Together, they feel 
that their hunting line might be one of their biggest 
accomplishments as fashionable, comfortable, 

and functional hunting clothes for women have 
been a true challenge to find. 

The future of GWG is in the hands of two creative, 
free-spirited women who share a passion for their 
2nd amendment rights and fair-chase hunting. It 
is safe to say that GWG will continue to grow and 
show their presence in a huge way. Whether you 
are watching them on the Sportsman’s Channel, 
shopping for their product, or wearing their clothes, 
being fierce and feminine is all part of the journey! 

To shop the full line or find a GWG retailer be sure 
to visit www.gwgclothing.com, and be sure to 
follow Girls with Guns Clothing on Facebook, 
Instagram@girlswithgunsclothing, and Twitter@
GirlswthGuns. 

To have some fun we asked about a dozen of our 
SCI Detroit female members to look through the 
GWG catalog and tell us what they liked. The 
age range was from 18 – 63 and here were their 
favorites. But be sure to check it out yourself.
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About a year ago we opened the 
Mulefoot Gastropub in Imlay City. 
We had one goal – to provide a 
truly unique culinary experience. 
Every dish is handcrafted by 
professional chefs, utilizing local, 
organic, and seasonal products 
from our beautiful local farms! 
Every bite is made by hand in 
house. Because we make an 
effort to purchase locally and 
seasonally, the menu is subject 
to change at any time based on 
availability. Unbelievably good 
food at very affordable prices.

Here at The Mulefoot Gastropub 
“WE LOVE DUCK!” It is one of 
our favorite proteins. The richness 
and depth of the flavor is unrivaled 
and of course the fat is magical! 
Anything cooked in duck fat is 
better. The bones are also in 
the base. In my humble opinion, 
the finest stock and demi glaze.

I proudly share the following 
recipe for one of our most popular 
entrees – I hope you love it.

Mike Romine 
The Mulefoot Gastropub
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Barley Risotto

• 1/4 large onion, minced

• 1/2 Tablespoon garlic, minced

• 1 Qt Black Barley, Fermented 4 days,  

   well drained

• 3 Cups chicken stock (simmering)

• 1 teaspoon thyme leaves

• 1/4 Cup Grated Parmesan Cheese

• 1 Tablespoon butter

• Salt and Pepper to taste

First, ferment the barley by covering it 
with warm water and leaving it in a 
warm place for 4 days.

In a Medium pot, sauté onions and garlic 
until translucent. Add barley, cook two 
minutes. Continue Risotto Style, adding 
one ladle of stock at a time and stirring 
constantly. Cook until most of the 
stock has been absorbed. Add ladle of 
stock and repeat until barley is cooked. 
Approx 30 minutes. Remove from heat, 
stir in parmesan cheese, butter, and 
thyme, season with salt and pepper. 
Check acidity by taste and “Season” 
with white wine vinegar if necessary.

Cherry gastrique

• 1/2 pound Michigan tart cherries

• 1/2 Cup Red wine vinegar

• 1/3 Cup sugar

• Salt to taste

• Pinch black pepper, ground

Combine all ingredients in sauce pan, bring to 
a boil. Reduce to simmer and cook until liquid 
has reduced to a syrup. Do not refrigerate.

Making the plate

First, Score the skin of a duck breast in a crossed 
pattern. You should cut almost all the way 
through the skin without exposing the breast. 
This will help the fat to render. 

Season the breast and put it skin down into a 
hot sauté pan. Immediately turn the heat 
down to medium low and cook until the breast 
has begun to render its fat. Tilt the pan and 
use a large soon to collect the hot, rendered 
fat and baste the breast with it. Continue 
basting, almost constantly, until the breast’s 
internal temperature has reached 117ºF. Let 
the breast rest for 5 minutes before slicing. 

Place the risotto in the center of a large plate. 
On top, add an assortment of your favorite 
roasted vegetables (preferably roasted in duck 
fat!), and place the sliced breast on top. Finish 
with a spoon full of the Cherry Gastrique.

If you have any questions on this recipe please
email me at mike@themulefoot.com or come 
on by the restaurant. It’s at:

596 S. Cedar St. • Imlay City, MI 48444 
810-721-1019
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We’ve had the buffalo meatloaf on the menu at The Big Bear Lodge continuously since 
we opened in 2001 and it has always sold well. We rack it up on a pile of homemade 
mashed potatoes and top it with crispy onion strings and a drizzle of gravy. The gravy to 
accompany this dish is a simple reduced red wine beef gravy cut 
with a splash of barbecue sauce. The buffalo appeals to the 
customer that wants a leaner meatloaf and the ground beef 
adds the texture and a bit of beefy flavor that helps it all 
come together.

Dennis Camarata, The Big Bear Lodge

Wild Game Meatloaf

• 2 pounds ground buffalo (or any venison)

• 1.5 pounds ground beef

• 1 -14.5oz can diced tomatoes, canned, Well Drained and chopped  

• 3 eggs

• 5 ounces BBQ potato chips Crushed Fine 

• ¼ bunch Cilantro

• 1 cup Panko bread crumbs

• Olive oil for sautéing (as needed)

• 1 medium yellow onion diced ¼ inch pieces

• 1 green onion sliced. Sauté the white bulb with the yellow  

   onions and add the green tops to the mixing bowl.

• 1 red pepper diced  ¼ inch or less pieces

• 1 Jalapeños pepper, remove seeds from half of total amount

• 1 ½ Tablespoons fresh minced garlic

• 1 Tablespoon Chipotle paste (Minor’s brand or other)

• 1 Tablespoon cumin

• 1 teaspoon salt 

• 1 teaspoon black pepper

Drain then chop the diced tomatoes. Combine the buffalo, ground 
beef, tomatoes, eggs, barbecue chips, cilantro and bread crumbs 
in large mixing bowl. Mix to combine and set aside. Sauté the 
minced onions, and red peppers in the olive oil. Set aside to cool 
then add to above mixture and mix thoroughly.

Place the jalapenos and garlic into a food processor and process until 
it is a fine paste. Add the salt, cumin, Ancho and Chipolte pastes and 
pulse to combine. Add to the meat mixture. After mixing completely 
shape loaf into a greased 9 x 13 baking pan. Bake in preheated oven 
for 1 hour or so until an internal temperature of 155° to 160° is reached.

I hope to see you at our restaurant and in the meantime if you have 
any questions on this recipe please email me at info@bigbearlodge.org. 

25253 Telegraph Road • Brownstown, Michigan 48134 • 734.782.6600  
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Sables is a membership group within Safari Club 
International that was founded in 1984 by SCI women. 
Over the years Sables, now called Education Sables, 
has evolved into a group of women and men 
dedicated to supporting outdoor education 
programs that promotes the education of wildlife, 
conservation, and the positive role of hunting.
 
In the early years SCI bought a ranch in Wyoming 
where it planned to hold educational programs. 
SCI had sought the help of the SCI women to raise 
funds to pay for it. The women formed a group of 
volunteers to dedicate themselves to the project, 
raising the funds within one year to pay the ranch’s 
mortgage. Today this ranch is home of the 
American Wilderness Leadership School (AWLS). 
AWLS hosts summer workshops by offering the 
educator program and the student sessions. The 
educator program is for teachers and other 
interested adult educators seeking outdoor 
education skills and knowledge about conservation 
and wildlife ecology. While the student sessions train 
students ages 16 to 18 about conservation science, 
wildlife management, and the role of hunting. 

Since 1984 Sables have been raising funds for the 
AWLS ranch and its activities along with various 
other programs. These programs include college 
scholarships which are given for students studying 
wildlife management. The Hands on Wildlife (HOW) 

kits, a resource designed to provide exciting 
hands-on learning while introducing youth to 
the important concept of habitat and wildlife 
management. Sables also supports national 
youth programs and much more. 

Sables, per SCI Bylaws, has oversight responsibility 
for all SCI Foundation education programs. Each 
year they take a look at their accomplishments and 
determine upcoming program support. Fundraising 
events are held at both the International and 
Chapter levels with the assistance of the women 
and men who willing dedicate their personal 
time, energy, and resources. This is done to help 
support the various programs for education and 
to promote grassroots understanding and support 
for the role hunting plays in conservation and 
wildlife management. 

Sables is a part of SCI and you can be a part of 
Sables. If you believe that education of our youth 
is the way hunting will be sustained in the future, 
we urge you to become an active part of Sables. 
You can either donate to Sables, monetarily or with 
your time, and/or become a member of Sables 
where membership fees help pay for educational 
programs. For membership applications please visit 
www.safariclubfoundation.org/sables or contact 
the SCIF Education Department at 877-877-3265.

S A F A R I  C L U B  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

SABLES
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W O R D  S E A R C H  P U Z Z L E

BABOON
BOA CONSTRICTOR
BONOBO
BUSH BABIES
BUSH PIG
CHIMPANZEE
GECKO

GORILLA
GRAY PARROT
HIPPOPOPTAMUS
JUNGLE ELEPHANT
LEOPARD
MAMBAS
MANDRILL

M T N A H P E L E E L G N U J

G B U S H B A B I E S A N O L

N O I P R O C S D R I L K S L

I A R T L S N A R E L C A U I

L C R I G E O O M N E I L M R

E O V G L O R S H G E O E A D

C N U E S L P A R T I M O T N

R S A R T E A B I S Y A P O A

O T N F D L I M B V I P A P M

C R O I E G R A Y P A R R O T

O I B S T E B M A O G E D P T

D C O H T O H K E R I N G P R

I T N O O U O P S C A L L I E

L O O N D E E Z N A P M I H C

E R B U S H P I G H O R D E S

NILE CROCODILE
OKAPI
PYTHON
SCORPION
TERMITE
TIGER FISH

CORNER
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S C I  D E T R O I T  C H A P T E R

Pursuant to the requirements of the SCI-Detroit Chapter 
By-Laws, the By-Laws Committee hereby publishes 
those By-Law Amendments adopted by the SCI-Detroit 
Chapter Board of Directors at its meetings on July 24, 2014.  
The complete SCI-Detroit Chapter By-Laws, as last 
amended, are posted to the SCI-Detroit Chapter website 
(www.scidetroit.com). 

Amend Article VI – Directors, Section 3 - Election and 
Terms of Directors to read as follows:

The membership shall elect the Directors, one third (1/3)
of whom shall stand for election each year.  Each 
such elected director shall then take office on July 1st 
following his or her election and shall hold office for 
a period of three (3) years or until his or her successor 
has been duly elected and qualified.

Procedure to follow: At least three (3) weeks prior to 
the meeting of the Board of Directors in May of each 
year, the Secretary (as directed by the Nominating 
Committee) shall provide a ballot to each Regular 
Member in good standing who has demonstrated his 
or her interest in voting by furnishing an e-mail address.  
Furthermore, the Secretary shall mail such ballot to 
each Regular Member who telephones the Secretary 
to request that he or she receive the ballot via the 
United States Postal Service.  The ballot shall list the 
names of those members nominated by the Nominating 
Committee and shall provide a blank space for write-in 
candidates.  Along with each ballot provided, there 
shall be instructions regarding the completion of the 
same and the procedure for returning the same to the 
Secretary.  The ballots shall be tabulated during the 
early part of the regular board meeting in May.  Said 
tabulation shall be by the Secretary and three (3) observers. 
When the tabulation is completed, the names of the 
duly elected directors shall be announced to the 
membership at the next meeting of members.  For 
purposes of this provision, the words “provide” and 

“provided” shall be specifically defined to include 
all electronic forms of message transmission such as 
electronic mail (“e-mail”).”

By-Law Amendments Adopted

• To conduct myself in the field 
   so as to make a positive 
   contribution to wildlife and 
   ecosystems. 
 
• To improve my skills as a 
   woodsman and marksman 
   to ensure humane harvesting 
   of wildlife. 
 
• To comply with all game laws, 
   in the spirit of fair chase, and 
   to influence my companions 
   accordingly.

• To accept my responsibility to 
   provide all possible assistance 
   to game law enforcement 
   officers.

• To waste no opportunity to 
   teach young people the full 
   meaning of this code of ethics.

• To reflect in word and behavior 
   only credit upon the fraternity 
   of sportsmen, and to 
   demonstrate abiding respect 
   for game, habitat and property 
   where I’m privileged to hunt.

Perhaps the most distinguishing 
characteristics of SCI members 
is acceptance of the following 
hunter’s code of ethics - a shared 
standard of values to which all 
members are accountable.

Recognizing my responsibilities 
to wildlife, habitat and future 
generations, I pledge:

SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL
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