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What is Trajectory briefs?
You are looking at our new Members’ newsletter “Trajectory briefs.” This is a scaled down version of
SCI Detroit’s award winning magazine Trajectory. Our plan is to publish Trajectory briefs online, two
times a year. Each issue will provide you with updates and information pertinent to the SCI Detroit
Chapter, Legislative News, happenings at SCI, relevant items from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and Michigan DNR (MDNR), and member hunt stories.
We would greatly appreciate your thoughts and feedback.
Steve Breuning
Director / Editor
SCI Detroit
steve@scidetroit.com

Upcoming
Chapter
Events
SCI Detroit has many exciting events planned for our members, but with the ongoing uncertainty of the
necessary precautions we will need to take due to the status of COVID-19, we have chosen to not list specific events or dates at this time. Please check the events on the SCI Detroit website for more information and any schedule changes. Also, check the website regularly as newly added events will appear there
as they become scheduled.
www.scidetroit.org
This year’s Banquet/Fundraiser has been changed to a one night, online, live auction. It will take place
on March 6, 2021. More information is provided later in this issue and on the SCI Detroit website.

Cover photo courtesy of USFWS
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A Note from your SCI Detroit Chapter President
Greetings! As your new Chapter President, I bring you Christmas tidings and wishes for a joyous and prosperous new
year from your Detroit Chapter Board of Directors.
This year, the board has made a concerted effort to recruit new board members to bring new ideas and fresh
perspectives to our chapter, so we welcome Tom Fairman, Eric Chenoweth ,and Ryan Schatzberg to the board.
2020 has been challenging for the Chapter Board just as it has been for each of you. In light of these challenges, the
board had to make the difficult decision to take our annual fundraiser to a new, virtual format. We will be hosting a
one night, online auction on Saturday, March 6, 2021 in lieu of our annual fundraiser banquet. We plan to return to
the fundraiser banquet format in 2022. The board is working diligently to prepare for this new format, so please look
for announcements in future communications as to how to join in on this online event. Our donors have continued
to support our chapter, so it looks like we will have a large variety of quality items for this year’s auction.
The board is also working towards hosting quarterly events. Several ideas are in the works including a muzzle loading
event in early summer. Recently, the chapter hosted a pheasant hunt in October which attracted 42 hunters and we
supported another Purple Heart deer hunt at Legends Ranch in September where chapter member, Ryan Schatzberg,
took a beautiful 180 class buck. So, in spite of the pandemic, the Detroit Chapter continues to actively support our
members and achieve our chapter initiatives.
As always, we welcome your ideas for chapter events or new ideas to meet our chapter’s humanitarian and
conservation goals. I would also like to encourage each of you to become more actively involved in any of our events.
Please look for information regarding the online auction and check the scidetroit.org website for auction items that
will be added continually up to the auction date.
Have a happy and healthy new year!
Chet Decker, President

SCI Detroit Annual Banquet / Fundraiser
As of right now we plan to have a one night, online, live auction as an alternative to our
traditional two day banquet and onsite live auction. The online auction will be held the
evening of March 6, 2021. We will again be using onlinehuntingauctions.com.
We have very exciting hunts and other auction items that we have started
to post on the SCI Detroit website.
Starting soon we will be sending all of our members regular email updates.
Given everything currently going on, we will do our best to make this a fun
and rewarding event.
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In Memoriam
Edward Lee Keller
November 30, 1931 - October 10, 2020
One of the pioneering members of SCI Detroit, Ed Keller, passed away this past October. Not only was Ed
of critical importance to the history and success of our Chapter, Ed was a major holder of records and
accomplishments of Safari Club International.
Being an avid hunter, Ed belonged to and contributed to many
hunting and conservation organizations. He was a Life
Member of the NRA, a Life Member of Handgun Hunters
Museum and Hall of Fame, and a Life Member of Safari Club
International. Ed was a member of both Novi and Detroit
Chapters of Safari Club International and served as the
president of the Detroit Chapter in 1986. Ed served as
Director of the American Hand-gunners Association and
belonged to and contributed to Ducks Unlimited, North
American Deer Foundation and the Mzuri Safari Foundation.
Ed's hunting expanded to six continents with trips to Africa
(l3), England (3), Spain (4), Republic of Kyrgyzstan (2)
France, Ireland, Iceland, Canada (9), New Zealand, Scotland
Croatia, Serbia, Austria, Argentina (3) Mexico (9) and Alaska (7). The Keller trophy room was published in
volume three of SCI’s Great Hunters and Their Trophy Rooms in 2001 and in the Detroit News in 2013. In
addition to authoring several articles for hunting magazines, Ed authored and published his Africa adventures
in the book, My Africa, in 2017. In 2017, Ed was the recipient of SCI’s World Hunting Award

Ring, representing the highest and most prestigious honor in the world of hunting.
For his complete obituary please see Wujek-Calcaterra & Sons, Inc. https://www.wujekcalcaterra.com

Friend Chuck Bazzy, wife Carol (Morris) Keller, and Ed
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SCI Detroit Continues to Give Back
SCI Detroit Chapter’s 2nd Veterans Purple Heart Hunt
at the Legends Ranch
“We, at Legends Ranch, are humbled by the countless men and women who have unselfishly sacrificed their
lives for the freedoms our nation enjoys. In 2003, Legends Ranch started the first Purple Heart Hunt to
honor these many brave men and women. From many applications, nine Purple Heart recipients are chosen to experience a hunt at Legends Ranch each year. This is our special way of honoring those who served
in our Armed Forces.”
The Board of Directors of SCI Detroit again participated with the Legends Ranch in giving one of our Purple
Heart Veterens the chance to hunt a Michigan Whitetail Buck at one of America’s premier Game Ranchs. Legends Ranch has continued with its efforts to support our veterens and we are thrilled to again be part of it.
Ryan Schatzberg, a Purple Heart recipient, participated with us on this hunt. Below is his story. Thank you Ryan
for your service to our Country!

Hunting a Legend
By Ryan Schatzberg
September 4th, 2020 sitting on my couch waiting for my mother-inlaw to come watch our daughter so we could leave, the thoughts
started to go through my head…are we going to be able to hunt
tonight? Legends Ranch provided a detailed itinerary on the events
for each day, and hunting was not on the schedule for Tuesday.
Tuesday was our arrival day and was basically just for getting settled in, reconfirming zeros on the guns and bows and having a nice
dinner…or so I thought.
Arriving at the gates of Legends Ranch was like pulling up to the
gates of Jurassic Park, only upon entry, instead of seeing giant dinosaurs, we saw giant Michigan Whitetail deer. Once we were
buzzed through the gate, Andi came out from the office to greet us
and tell us how to get to the lodge. Is it a good sign that you have
to sit and wait for a couple minutes down the road while a young
buck and a mother and her fawns meander on each side of the road?
I think so.
Approaching the parking at the Lodge, we were guided in like
a plane being directed into its terminal. We were immediately
greeted by Robert the Ranch Manager, and the entire guide staff of
the Ranch for this hunt; Randy, Kevin, Wes, Corey, Robert (the
Ranch Manager), and our guide Jake. Each person greeted us with
a giant welcoming smile. Then they took our bags off our shoulder’s and stowed the gun and bow in my assigned cubby.

Once we were all settled, we met Jake out in the dining area and
started looking around getting to know the place, and letting Jake
get to know us. Looking at all the European and shoulder mounts
around the lodge’ I started to drool. I wanted Jake to know that I
was not here to be greedy at all, but that I did want to shoot the
largest buck possible. After I said that, Jake pointed to a deer on
the wall and said, “We are targeting something like that.” My
mouth dropped ,and I said, “I would have no problem with that!”
Finishing up our conversation I asked Jake what else was on the
schedule for today. Jake replied with: “We are going to head down
to the range, eat some dinner, and then go out.” Wait. What? Go
out? I asked, “Are we hunting tonight?” Jake responded: “Yes
sir.” Looking at my wife, and grinning from ear to ear, I said
“YES!” So, we went to range and reconfirmed the zeros on the
450 Ruger American and my Mathews Monster MR5. Once all
the zeros looked good, we headed in to get ready for dinner.
We took our seats so that we could have the beautiful view of the
pond and wetland area that you see when you look out through the
wall of windows in the dining area. We then introduced ourselves
to some of the other hunters and their guests at our end of the table.
The meal was spaghetti and meatballs accompanied by an artistically wrapped salad with farm fresh tomatoes and was on par with
the best I have ever had. While we were finishing up our meal,
Randy, the senior guide who has been guiding at the ranch for over
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20 years, told us not to leave the room yet.
“We have a tradition here at Legends to decide the order in which the guides for each
hunter will pick the location of the first sit.”
Whoever picks the Ace of Spades, their
guide will get first choice, then 2 of spades
second pick, and 3, and so on.” The other
hunters at my side of the table jumped up
to pick their cards, so I jumped up to pick
mine. One hunter picked the 2 of spades
and made a big deal like he had the Ace,
the next hunter picked the 3 of spades, and
I hadn’t even looked at my card yet. I
looked down and turned the card around
with a giant smile on my face. Jake
shouted, “Ryan you got the Ace of Spades!
Yes!” Jake jumped up and plotted where
we were going to sit on the tracking board.
We left to go get ready to meet Jake at the
truck.
We departed the Lodge and started the
drive back to the blind. Winding farther
and farther back into the sanctuary, Jake
pullsed the truck over and said “We are
going to walk from here.” We then soaked
ourselves in scent free spray, and I chambered a round in case we ran into a giant
buck on the way. We started the walk to
the blind and it was not long before we
were approaching its ramp up. We entered
the blind and took up our positions in our
seats. I surveyed my shooting lanes. I
asked Jake where they normally come
from, even though it was pretty clear that
they came, from the left, the right, and
straight on us at our 12 o’clock. 15 minutes went by and a doe bedded down about
30 yards out to the left of the blind.
Around this same time, I heard a buck
grunting. About 20 minutes after that I saw
a large body moving in on the trail from the
left of the blind walking toward our 12
o’clock. This was an open area in front of
the blind. The deer got through the thick
brush and he was the largest antlered deer
I had ever seen on the hoof. I quietly said
to Jake, “Buck on the left!” For the next
20 minutes Jake’s binos were glued to his
eyes sizing up the deer.
I just watching and waiting for the word. I
told Jake that is a beautiful deer, Jake
looked at me and says, “He is a stud!” We
waited and watched as other deer came in,
and then the buck just walked off as majestically as he walked in. Jake looked at me
and said “he is a very good looking deer and
right around what we are looking for. If he

comes back, he is yours if you want him.” I
thought to myself, “Really? This is the first
night. Is my hunt going to be over already?”
I told myself I was coming here for experience
and was not going to be greedy, that deer was
beautiful and everything I was looking for. To
quote a member of the Meateater crew, Janis
Patelis, “Don’t pass on something the first day,
that you would be happy with on the last.” This
was the first hour, and I knew this was the buck
for me. Monster after monster then came in,
each too big to shoot. I kept hoping that the first
buck would come back so I could get a shot at
him…then about an hour and 10 minutes later
Jake said, “That first buck we saw is coming in
at our 12 o’clock.”
Now it was on,! I re-ranged the different mark-
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ers that I had designated for distance points and
made sure I was good. I shouldered the 450 and
put my reticle on the deer. With my heart
pumping like a locomotive, I started to take the
steps to control my breathing, talking it out with
Jake the entire time. I thought, if he gives me a
broadside shot, I am going to take him. Jake
told me that he will let me know if there is any
reason why he doesn’t want me to shoot. For
eight minutes I followed the deer back and

forth without a shot. Another deer moved
in front of him, a branch from a log
blocked his vitals, he quartered too severely, he looked right at us, and he started
to walk away. I thought, I am not going to
get a shot at him. Then Jake said “If he
goes broadside, take the shot.”
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A split second later, the buck turned broadside, and I clicked the safety off. With the reticle bouncing all over doing a figure 8, I got my
breathing under control, only thinking about what I needed to do, breath, breath, breath, settle the reticle behind the shoulder, exhale, smoothly
squeeze on the trigger, bang! I saw him fall forward and immediately chambered another round. No need for that! Jake said, “Perfect shot!”
I looked up overcome with emotion and thanked God for this experience and opportunity. I high fived Jake and regained my composure.
We gave the buck some time even though it was clear that he had expired. Jake finally said, “Well, you want to go put your hands on him?”
“Ha! Yes please!” I responded. We got up to him and I took a knee behind him and started paying my respects to the animal, for he will
provide for the family this winter. Jake moved to his bag to retrieve something and pulled out an American flag and said, “This flag was
donated by Front Line Outdoors to commemorate you and this hunt at Legends Ranch.” I was honored to receive it. We took our pictures
and I helped Jake load the big guy in the back of the truck. We pulled up to lodge and all the hunters and guides were there waiting with
smiles on their faces. I was the only one with a buck that night and the first one with a buck in camp. Each person gave me a hand shake
and congratulations. Robert came out with a bottle of champaign and gave it to Jake to open as the guide. Legends has some great traditions, one of which is to celebrate each deer with a champaign toast. Everyone stood around talking about how their hunts went and asking
about mine, while drinking champaign. On to the next tradition, Jake grabbed me and brought me over to the path between the lodge and
the wildlife center and lit a torch with my name on it. This was the first year for this tradition, once a hunter gets a deer, a torch is lit with
their name on it, and is lit every night. Mine was the first, and the week ended with all the torches being lit. We all celebrated into the morning hours, my hunt was over, but the memory will live on forever.
Friday morning was the ceremony in which the hunters were honored for their service, and the week’s events came to an end. Guest speakers with very kind words and a flash fundraiser raised enough money to sponsor another hunter for this hunt next year. The ceremony followed with pictures and goodbyes Many new friends were made over the week.
Legends Ranch is an amazing place and was a wonderful experience from the minute we pulled through the gates until we exited them. This
was one of the best experiences of my life, and I am truly grateful. I cannot say enough about the hospitality of Robert and the staff at Legends; the made us feel like family.
Thank you to my wife for joining me on this hunt and making it absolutely perfect, Arthur, Robert, Wes, Corey, Kevin, Randy, Pam, Andi,
Jake (a great guide), (the chefs ), Front Line Outdoors, Jason for giving me the opportunity to hunt with you over the past 12 years, and most
importantly SCI Detroit for sponsoring me for this hunt. If it weren’t for you, I would not have had been able to participate in one of the
best experiences of my life. Thank you!
www.legendsranch.com
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The
Silver Lining
to a year of
COVID:
95% Increase In New Hunters
According to the Michigan Wildlife Council, Since COVID-19 first sent people into quarantine in March, Michigan has seen a 95
percent increase in new hunters.
Shannon Lott, deputy director of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, says that “Michigan has seen a record increase
in license sales that we haven’t seen in 20 years. “This is definitely the year that everyone wants to get outside.”
She says the drastic increase in hunting license sales is expected to continue into firearm deer season as the increased demand for
socially distanced recreation is also expected to continue. The season takes place Nov. 15-30. More than 475,000 firearm deer hunting licenses were purchased last year.
A DNR analysis reports that 440,780 people, 64,333 being first-time hunters, had purchased a hunting license through Oct. 12.
That’s 31,000 more new applicants than at the same point last year. Additionally, the number of female hunters has increased by
nearly 25 percent, from 35,619 to 44,425, and the number of hunters ages 10-16 has seen a 144 percent increase, from 9,284 to
22,624.
“This is great news for Michigan, since hunting participation here and nationally had been declining in recent years,” says Nick
Buggia, chair of the Michigan Wildlife Council “The more people who enjoy Michigan’s great outdoors, the better it is for our
entire state.”
License sales typically generate about $61 million annually for wildlife and natural resources conservation projects in Michigan,
with another $32 million coming from the federal levy on hunting and fishing equipment sales. Law dedicates the money be directed entirely to wildlife management and conservation.
The increase in hunters is also good for many reasons, according to the DNR. One is that the DNR relies on hunters to manage the
state’s deer population. However, prior to COVID-19, the hunting license sales in both Michigan and the U.S. were declining rapidly due to baby boomers cutting back on hunting and young families having less free time to pursue the sport.
Also, Michigan residents bought 9 percent more fishing licenses this year, 1.2 million compared to 1 million in 2019. The number of new anglers also increased 42 percent, according to Dustin Isenhoff, marketing specialist for the DNR.
For more details see: Selina Herberger, October 26, 2020, dbusiness www.dbusiness.com
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Legislative and other Wildlife News
By Joe Konwinski

08-25-20 LIVESTOCK & SPORTSMEN GROUPS ENTER CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP:
Safari Club International (SCI) today signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Ducks Unlimited (DU), the National
Cattlemen's Beef Association (NCBA), and the Public Lands Council (PLC) to outline the groups' shared commitment to conservation of natural resources through sustainable multiple use. The MOU outlines these groups' efforts to cultivate healthier ecosystems, wildlife populations, and economies trough active management. Hunting, fishing, and livestock grazing are all key components
of successful, comprehensive management plans for our nation's public lands and resources.

08-24-20 A MAJOR WIN FOR ALASKA'S BRISTOL BAY:
The Army Corps of Engineers delivered a major blow to the proposed Pebble Mine by finding that the project fails to meet Clean
Water Act standards and, thus, it will not issue a permit for the current mine plan. Sportsmen and women across the globe, the communities of the Bristol Bay region, commercial fishing families, and millions more people who cherish this unique area are breathing a sigh of relief as today's announcement creates a huge hurdle for the Pebble Mine to overcome.

08-26-20 SCI "SHARE THE IMPACT" EVENT RAISES OVER HALF MILLION
DOLLARS TO SUPPORT GUIDES AND OUTFITTERS:
Safari Club International's "Share the Impact Outfitter Benefit" online charity event ran from August 1-22 and successfully raised an astounding $552,691 that will go to guides and outfitters negatively
impacted by the COVID-19 crises.
09-01-20 SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL HELPS DEFEAT ANTI-HUNTING BILL
IN CALIFORNIA:
Late at night Senate Bill 1175 died when the legislative session expired before a Senate vote could take place. The demise of SB
1175 ended the relentless effort by Senator Stern and animal rights groups to punish law abiding sportsmen and women while negatively impacting rural African communities and financially straining California's Department of Fish and Wildlife. SCI played
a key role in helping to defeat this bill from the moment it was introduced, all the way down to the last minutes of the legislative
session.

10-15-20 SCI AND SPORTING CLASSICS TV HAVE TEAMED UP ON A NEW PROJECT TO
HIGHLIGHT THE ROLE HUNTING HAS PLAYED IN SHAPING THE OUTLOOK AND ATTITUDES OF SOME OF THE MOST RECOGNIZABLE MEMBERS OF THE HUNTING COMMUNITY:
Throughout the series, some of Chris Dorsey's most distinguished hunting partners discuss how important hunting is to them while
sharing some of their favorite memories in the field.

10-24-20 SCI CANCELS 2021 CONVENTION:
After much contemplation and exhaustive effort, Safari Club International (SCI) has made the difficult decision to cancel its 2021
Hunters' Convention. COVID-19 related restrictions imposed by the state of Nevada and the city of Las Vegas to ensure a safe
event environment during the ongoing pandemic has made it impossible to conduct a successful event for our members and exhibitors or serve the greater good of wildlife conservation. Despite our disappointment with this development, SCI will be there
for our members and exhibitors in 2022 to reflect on all our past accomplishments and celebrate them together. The 2022 Hunters'
Convention will take place in Las Vegas and will be a celebration of our hunting heritage and the perseverance we all needed to
get through this, together.
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10-27-20 SCI ANNOUNCES SPONSORSHIP WITH HOGE WILD AND LUCAS HOGE:
Safari Club International is excited to announce a partnership with Hoge Wild and Lucas Hoge to promote the advocacy and
conservations efforts of SCI as it leads the way in defending the freedom to hunt and promoting wildlife conservation worldwide.

10-29-20 SCI AND USFWS CELEBRATE HISTORIC RECOVERY AND DELISTING OF GRAY
WOLVES:
After 45 years of protection, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service announced today its decision to delist the gray wolf from
the list of threatened species under the Endangered Species Act, one of America's greatest conservation success stories is finally
receiving the recognition and celebration it deserves. SCI will continue supporting the transition of wolf management to the states
and will continue to advocate for hunting as a management tool for wolves. As has been proven with other predator species, hunting can effectively manage population numbers, reduce conflicts with humans and livestock, and provide incentives for landowner
tolerance while funding the science-based North American model of wildlife conservation.

11-04-20 PROPOSAL 1 OF 2020, A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT REGARDING
THE MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND (MNRTF) WAS PASSED ON
ELECTION DAY BY AN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF VOTERS:
More than 80 percent of the voters made clear to lawmakers that Michigan's natural resources, its parks, its wildlife, and its waters
are invaluable resources. Bringing the MNRTF into the 21st century through an updated funding formula, ensuring the oil and gas
revenues remain in the conservation arena, and focusing on user-needs are some of the positives this constitutional amendment provides Michigan citizens.

11-10-20 THE NATIONAL DEER ASSOCIATION BECOMES A UNIFIED ORGANIZATION
FOR DEER CONSERVATION:
Forged from the combined strengths of two successful organizations, the Quality Deer Management Association and the National
Deer Alliance, the new non-profit National Deer Association is adapted to work more effectively for deer and hunters in thealtered
landscape of wildlife conservation.

11-24-20 COLORADO VOTERS DECIDE TO REINTRODUCE WOLVES IN COLORADO:
Colorado is the first state to reintroduce wolves at the direction of the voters rather than federal wildlife biologists working under
the Endangered Species Act. The measure tasks Colorado Parks and Wildlife with crafting a plan by the end of 2023 to reintroduce
wolves into the Western Slope.

12-16-20 BLACK BEAR HUNTING TO RESUME IN MISSOURI:
Missouri Department of Conservation approved the state’s first official modern black bear season for fall 2021. The last previous
successful bear hunt in Missouri is believed to have been in 1931.

12-23-20 SPORTSMAN’S WAREHOUSE TO BE ACQUIRED BY OWNERS OF BASS PRO
SHOPS AND CABELA’S:
The same company that owns Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s has made an offer to purchase Sportsman’s Warehouse to “further
strengthen steadfast commitment to customers and conservation.” As part of the unanimously approved agreement by Sportsman’s
Warehouse Board of Directors, Sportsman’s Warehouse will be acquired for $18 per share in cash. The transaction is expected to
close in the second half of 2021 and is not subject to any financing condition.
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America’s Conservation
Enhancement Act Passed
by Congress
On October 1, 2020, the United States House of Representatives passed by voice vote the America’s Conservation Enhancement Act,
in a major win for wildlife and conservation everywhere. Among other things, this legislation will reauthorize several existing
wildlife and conservation programs like the North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA),
Introduced by Senator John Barrasso (R–WY) and Senator Tom Carper (D–DE), the ACE Act further exemplifies the true bipartisan nature of wildlife conservation and outdoor recreation access issues the federal government is focused on addressing.
Safari Club International (SCI) has been an ardent supporter of this bill since it was first introduced and voted out of the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee in December. In early January, SCI joined a slew of other hunting and conservation organizations on a formal letter urging the Senate to advance the ACE Act. After being delayed by amendments, the Senate finalized the
passage of the bill in late September before sending it on to the House of Representatives.
One of the ACE Act’s key objectives is to highlight the threats posed by Chronic Wasting Disease, a fatal disease affecting deer,
elk, caribou, and moose in 26 states and 4 Canadian provinces, by establishing a federal task force to ensure that states have a coordinated plan to research, surveil and manage the spread. While CWD is not causing widespread reductions in deer populations, it
represents a significant threat to hunting and wildlife management in North America.
According to Senator Barrasso, “This task force will bring states, relevant federal agencies, scientists, managers, and farmers to the
table. Together they can better coordinate prevention and control efforts and target future research to address unanswered questions.
The bill also reauthorizes the North American Wetlands Conservation Act, which leverages private investments to improve millions of acres of wetlands, making it one of our nation’s most effective voluntary conservation programs and a huge win for waterfowl hunters everywhere.
Among other things, the ACE Act will:
• Reauthorize the North American Wetlands Conservation Act until 2025.
• Reauthorize the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Act until 2025.
• Reauthorize the Chesapeake Bay Program until 2025.
• Commission a study by the National Academy of Sciences regarding the pathways and mechanisms of the transmission of
chronic wasting disease (CWD) in the United States.
• Establish a CWD task force to develop an interstate action plan for state and federal cooperation relating to the disease.
• Establish a program to provide grants to states and Indian tribes to compensate livestock producers for losses due to predation
by federally protected species such as wolves or grizzly bears.
•Authorize the director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to issue depredation permits to livestock producers to allow for the
taking of black vultures or common ravens under specified circumstances during calving or lambing season.

ACE was signed into law by President Donald Trump on October 30th, 2020
Courtesy of Safari Club International
safariclub.org
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North American
Model of Wildlife
Conservation
In our nation's early years, there were few laws protecting fish and wildlife, soour wildlife resources took a heavy toll. Market
hunters took fish and wildlife at will while habitat disappeared under plow and roads, resulting in devastating reductions in wildlife
populations. Some species, like the passenger pigeon, were taken to the point of no return; others such as bison, white-tailed deer
and wild turkeys, were pushed to the edge of extinction.
As the tides turned for conservation, important laws were passed, including the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, the Migratory
Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp Act of 1934, the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937, and the Federal Aid in
Sport Fish Restoration Act of 1950. Collectively, these acts laid the foundation for what inspired the North American Model of
Wildlife Conservation.
Across North America, hunting was a largely unregulated activity for individuals and commercial entities until the 1800's, when
citizens began to ask whether wildlife populations could continue at healthy levels without checks on hunting. The legal framework
that has since developed grew out of a set of principles now known as the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. Seven
features make the North American model distinct.
1. Wildlife is a public resource. In the Unites States, wildlife is considered a public resource, independent of the land or water where
wildlife may live. Government at various levels have a role in managing that resource on behalf of all citizens and to ensure the
long-term sustainability of wildlife populations.
2. Markets for game are eliminated. Before wildlife protection laws were enacted, commercial operations decimated populations
of many species. Making it illegal to buy and sell meat and parts of game and nongame species removed a huge threat to the survival of those species. A market in furbearers continues as a highly regulated activity, often to manage invasive wildlife.
3. Allocation of wildlife by law. Wildlife is a public resource managed by government. As a result, access to wildlife for hunting
is through legal mechanisms such as set hunting seasons, bag limits, license requirements, etc.
4. Wildlife can only be killed for a legitimate purpose. Wildlife is a shared resource that must not be wasted. The law prohibits
killing wildlife for frivolous reasons.
5. Wildlife species are considered an international resource. Some species, such as migratory birds, cross national boundaries.
Treaties such as the Migratory Bird Treaty and CITES recognize a shared responsibility to manage these species across national
boundaries.
6. Science is the proper tool for discharge of wildlife policy. In order to manage wildlife as a shared resource fairly, objectively,
and knowledgeably, decisions must be based on sound science such as annual waterfowl population surveys and the work of professional wildlife biologists.
7. The democracy of hunting. In keeping with democratic principles, government allocates access to wildlife without regard for
wealth, prestige, or land ownership.
North American Model of Wildlife Conservation (PDF) www.fws.gov
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Two for Texas
By Chet Decker

We had been working hard both last night
and this morning to get on to the herd of
Simitar Horned Oryx, but with 24 pairs of
eyes looking back at us, it was hard to do.
Finally, we got a break. Five Oryx broke
off from the main group, including the one
we had judged to be the largest. So, my
guide, Craig Zorn of CZ Outfitters, and I
thought it best to dismount the vehicle and
pursue them on foot. We located them just
over the hill and we used a thicket to hide
our movement. We moved slowly and quietly, Craig confirmed the biggest one, and
I raised my 7mm rifle and found the oryx
in my scope.
The hunt really began a few weeks before
when then Detroit Chapter Past President,
Steve Breuning, opined that he would like
to go back to Texas for a hunt. I did not
hesitate and volunteered to accompany
him. Steve is a long time Texas hunter and
set up our hunt with his good friend Craig
Zorn and we planned our five day hunt for
late September in the hill country of Texas
northwest of Kerrville. Steve had hunted
with Craig as his guide for almost 20 years,
so Craig came highly recommended. Craig
did not disappoint. He was an enjoyable
hunting companion with a keen eye for trophy quality and plenty of contacts for hunting opportunities. Steve wanted to hunt a
Racka (Racca) sheep, while my interest
was for the Oryx and a Nilgai.
The Oryx were calm and not aware of our
presence, so I was able to get a solid rest
and took the 90-yard shot. The Oryx
bolted for about 50 yards and piled up. The
slender, sharp horns measured 40 inches in
length with five inch bases. A very nice
trophy, and a very happy hunter! We
loaded the Oryx and went in to field dress
the animal. It was now time for lunch and
a well deserved break.
After lunch we decided to pursue Steve’s
sheep and hold the Nilgai for later. Even
though the Racka sheep species is thriving

in Texas, it is still not located on many
ranches. Craig has a friend with a several
thousand acre ranch containing a couple
dozen Racka sheep. So, that became our
destination. The ranch was about a 90
minute drive from where we were. I was
not familiar with the species, but once I
saw the long cork-screw horns, I realized

why Steve was interested in harvesting this
species of ram. The Racka sheep is native
to Hungary and to a lesser degree, Romania. This species of sheep was only exported to Texas ranches beginning in 2018.
Since then, it has thrived and is now available for fair chase hunting.
Once we reached the ranch, we were
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greeted by the owner. He explained that
these sheep had not been hunted on his
ranch and had free reign of the thousands
of acres and that they could be very easily
spooked. He gave us his best guess where
to start, and off we went in Craig’s ranger.
Within an hour we spotted a group of sheep
which contained about a dozen Racka. We
stopped and observed for a while, then decided to slowly move closer. Steve was
hunting with a crossbow, so it took us some
time to maneuver into position for a shot
which was within bow range. We were
now about 40-60 yards from the sheep.
They were fairly oblivious to us, but they
were eating, drinking, and all bunched up.
Weather was perfect, about 60 degrees,
with wind in the right direction. However,
this also meant they would not be tired
from the heat and therefore no hurry to stop
eating. We had to be patient. As we
watched, there was enough shuffling
around where we could get good looks at
the horns of the animals. Steve did make a
selection, and now all we had to do was
continue our patience until the preferred
sheep moved off by himself. We had sat
quietly for about 45 minutes when the
sheep we were watching moved slightly
away from the other sheep and in our direction. Our patience paid off and afforded
Steve an excellent 25 yard broad-side shot,
and he dropped the ram within a few paces.
Another fine trophy for his trophy room
which has an area devoted to goat and
sheep.
I was now ready to hunt for a Nilgai, also
called a blue bull, the largest antelope native to Asia. It was about 4:00 pm and we
had our 90 minute drive back to the original ranch. We figured that this would be
perfect timing as we would get to the ranch
and have time to set up and hopefully catch
the animals coming out to eat. We observed this area for about an hour seeing
very little. Craig thought we’d be best off
spending the rest of the evening safari style
hunting for the Nilgai and off we went.
We worked very hard to locate any Nilgai,
yet alone a huge bull. When you are hunting one specific animal in thousands of
acres of Texas hill country, full of live oak
and cedar thickets, and rolling, rocky hills,
it can be very hard to find the animal, much

less get a shot. The evening ended quietly.
We hunted the Nilgai for a day and a half,
glimpsing him two or three times, but always at a distance and he was always moving away from us. So, Craig and I formed
a plan to set up at a feeding station in the
area where the Nilgai frequented. Who
knew that Pere David deer, Eland, Whitetail deer, Corsican rams, and more would
also show up? We were literally surrounded by animals when the big Nilgai
bull made his appearance.
Again, quietly, and patiently, we waited for
an opportunity to shoot. It seemed like forever, but probably only a few minutes,
when curiosity got the better of the Nilgai
and he came around the corner of the live
oak thicket to take a look at the anomaly of
our pop up blind.
I took the shot as he turned to leave, quartering away to the left, and the area exploded with about 30 herd of animals
running in every direction. With all the

commotion and hundreds of hoof prints in
every direction, we could not locate a
blood trail, nor the Nilgai after a search
until last light. I really hate wounding an
animal. I typically am a one-shot kill kind
of hunter, so leaving the Nilgai in the field
overnight caused a sleepless night for this
hunter.
The next day we searched all morning, but
the Nilgai was not to be found. We decided
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to not stir up the animals anymore and left
the ranch. We headed to the third ranch of
the trip, one that had a few Red Deer cow
that the owner wanted off the ranch. Steve
wanted to take a Red Deer cow for meat in
his freezer. Steve successfully hunted the
tasty cow, and by the time we field dressed
it, put it in the freezer, and got some lunch,
we were back after the Nilgai later that afternoon.
This time we found the big bull running
with a younger bull and got a second shot
at him. This time we had a good blood
trail, but after 150 yards the blood trail petered out and we could not find the bull. I
was amazed that after two solid shots that
the bull had absorbed, he was still able to
move. Nilgai is one tough animal!
We looked hard until dusk and then the
next morning, until we had to leave for the
airport. I had this sick feeling that not only
had I left a wounded animal in the field, but
that I could not recover what is reputed to
be some of the tastiest game meat in the

world. Craig did recover the bull several
days later piled up under a cedar thicket,
but the meat was long gone, and he could
only recover the horns.
So, this was a great hunt with a somewhat
sad ending. I truly enjoyed hunting with
Steve, and I can highly recommend Craig
Zorn of CZ Outfitters if you are looking for
a guide who will give you a great hunting
experience.
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Heritage Trophy Hunt
By Ray Hollingsworth
It was Mid-September, just outside of Lupton, Michigan, east of Rose City. My family and I were spending the weekend at
Heritage, owned, and operated by longtime
SCI Detroit member, Bob Easterbrook Sr.
My granddaughter Maddison was there to
harvest a doe that we had bid on and won
at the year’s previous fundraiser, along
with her new Mossberg 243, that came as a
package. We were there to spend the weekend with our host, and for many of you that
have been involved with Safari Club International, you know who Bob is. For those
of you that don’t, Bob has dedicated his life
to SCI, along with educating others of the
outdoors, hunting, conservation, and to the
teaching of our youth. Every year his foundation is responsible for running S.H.A.P
Camp (Student Hunter Apprenticeship
Camp) , where hundreds of kids over the
years have spent a weekend getting their
hunter safety certificates. All my kids have
attended along with handful of my grandkids, and the rest will soon be following.
Each and every one of them have stories
and memories of the fun that they had on
the weekends that they went.
Spending the weekend with Bob was a
movie within itself. We listened to his
hunting adventures from around the world,
his lifelong involvement with SCI, including being the past president at the national
level, and his involvement with the creation of the Detroit chapter. The best part
of the weekend was watching Bob spend
the whole afternoon on Saturday around
the fishing pond, with my granddaughter
Avery, catching bluegills.
Since I was going to be there with the family that weekend, I booked a hunt for myself for a 5x5 bull elk.
Being like most Michigan hunters, I have
applied for many years for a Michigan bull
elk tag with no luck. Plus, the cost to go out
west has gotten quite costly for an elk hunt.
Being a chef that purchases and cooks a lot
of game dinners, the average price per
pound for elk meat runs about $13.00 to
purchase. So, it wasn’t hard to see that the
cost savings per pound to hunt an elk were

in my favor, less than current beef prices!
We spent most of the day doing a spot and
stalk hunt and ended up getting a bull later
in that afternoon.
I always tease Bob that it’s his fault that I
have been involved with the Detroit Chapter of SCI since 1995, but I can say I have
made a lot of good friends through the organization over the years. I am also proud
of the work this chapter and Board of Directors have done for hunting, education,
and the management of wildlife. I always
tell my one daughter that I feel sorry for

their generation growing up encompassed
by smartphones and technology, because
by sitting on your phones and not getting
involved in volunteer organizations, you
miss so many opportunities. Networking
one-on-one is what it is all about for jobs,
business opportunities, skills, and friends.
So, if you’re looking for elk hunt at very
reasonable price, give them a call: Trophy
Hunts of Michigan / 989-473-2021
www.heritagetrophyhunts.com
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SCI Detroit Chapter Pheasant Hunt
Honoring Veterans
By Chas Arnold
SCI Detroit Chapter sponsored a pheasant
on October 17, 2020 for all members and
veterans of the Chapter. Forty-two people
responded including twelve veterans. We
were honored to have in our midst’s Gabe
Michel (pictured below) a WWII veteran.
He was a boat pilot for the U.S. Army. His
job was to ferry troops to the shores of Normandy on D-Day June 6, 1944. Gabe
shared some harrowing experience with the
other veterans’ present. Even at 95 he was
still able to participate in the European
tower shoot. 250 birds were launched from
the tower at the Walkiewicz Pheasant
Farm, (in Deford, Michigan) and everyone
had maximum opportunity to shoot some
pheasants. A luncheon was provided, and
a special drawing was held for all the veterans who attended. The prize was a custom sheathed 5-inch blade hunting knife
designed by R. B. Sandberg, owner/operator of “Mighty Sharp Cuts.” He has been a
long-time donor to the Detroit Chapter
fundraiser. His donation helped make the
event a special time for our veterans. After
lunch all participated in a fantastic “walkup” hunt behind dogs and handlers provided by Walkiewicz Pheasant Farms. The
tower hunt and luncheon along with the
walk-up made the days hunt a special day
to remember.

