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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Steve Breuning

f you don’t know it, you are a member of one of SCIs oldest Chapters. SCI Detroit was the sixth chapter established. This

was 42 years ago. I am pleased to say that we are currently larger and stronger than we ever have been. Membership has
grown considerably, and our fundraisers have been very successful. We have been able to fund and support large numbers of
conservation research projects, child and adult educational endeavors, feed the hungry, and support our veterans.

And now we are also able to give back to you, our members, by no longer needing to have a membership fee. That’s right, there is
no longer a fee for you to be a chapter member. SCI Detroit has a history of strong leadership and active member participation. If
we are to continue to pursue our mission of conservation, preserving our right to hunt, and charitable giving this must continue.
I promise, as the current President, to give you my complete dedication to this leadership role. All I ask in return is that each
of you pledge to increase, at least a little, your active participation in SCI and this Chapter. Your current Board of Directors is
fantastic. You, the BOD, and myself, working together can accomplish great things. The thought of this is very joyous. The easiest
way to be active is to attend as many of our Chapter events as you can. Talk to someone who has been attending and they will
tell you how informative and fun they are.

Additionally, there is always good food and exciting prizes. For those of you who might want a more active role, we have
Educational, Humanitarian, Veterans, and Conservation committees that can use more help. I guarantee you will find this
tulfilling.

As we prepare to enter 2018 remember: There is no longer a cost to belong to SCI Detroit, just maintain your active membership
in Safari Club International and we will take care of the rest.

Finally, on a sad note, we recently said goodbye to long-time active
supporter and our buddy, Mr. Bob Bauer. Bob passed away on July
21, 2017. Most of us know Bob best from his radio shows as well as
Bob Bauer’s Outdoor world. But his overall contributions were much
much greater. Bob will be missed. God bless!
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Steve Breuning

ur Chapter as had a great year. Our banquet/fundraiser was very successful, membership rose, and at the National/

International level SCI has given our Chapter lots of good attention and positive feedback. Regarding Trajectory, we are
very proud to say the International SCI has honored Trajectory as “SCI Best Chapter Magazine (Group 2) for 2015”, “2016”,
and now “2017” as well. As before, this was only possible with your articles, stories, feedback, and general participation. On
behalf of Bob Berndt and myself it continues to be an honor to work with you all.

To continue this level quality magazine, we will always need your help. We want your hunting stories, we want the stories of
your first hunt, and we want your pictures. It is you, our members, who will allow this to happen. We had good support for this
issue — please keep it up.

Also remember, if you have a fear that they don't write well enough we will gladly help. Don’t be shy, this will not be a problem.
I guarantee you will have a story you are proud of and a written memory of your hunt.

We are continuing to use ads in Trajectory. We want our members to know what each other does and who provides good
services. This helps us all. Our pricing on ads remains minimal. Prices are:

$250 for a Full Page Ad $ 50 for a 2 Page Ad
$150 for a - Page Ad $ 25 for a Business Card size Ad

For your money, your Ad will run in both hard copies of Trajectory as well as be on our website for a year.

The following is a list of Advertisers in this issue of Trajectory. I want to personally thank all for their support of our Chapter
and please check them all out.
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“In a civilized and cultivated country, wild animals only continue to exist at all when preserved

by sportsmen,” the 26th president of the United States said years ago. “The excellent people
who protest against all hunting, and consider sportsmen as enemies of wildlife, are ignorant
of the fact that in reality the genuine sportsman is by all odds the most important factor in

keeping the larger and more valuable wild creatures from total extermination.”

Department of the Interior officials know it today.

“Hunters are a driving force behind funding many of our nation’s conservation efforts,” a 2017

Interior Department blog said. “After the extinction of the passenger pigeon and the near
elimination of the bison and many migratory bird species in the early 1900s, Americans realized
the impacts humans could have on wildlife. To ensure that there would be animals to hunt in
the future, hunters began to support programs that helped maintain species populations and
protected habitat for wildlife”

Hunters - along with anglers — also were the driving force behind the North American
Model of Wildlife Conservation, a set of wildlife management principles established
more than a century ago that declare that wildlife belongs to everyone, not just the rich

and privileged.

PRACTICAL SUPPORT TODAY

These days, hunters directly support wildlife conservation in many ways.

Through the Duck Stamp, hunters help protect and restore habitat for migratory waterfowl
and other birds and wildlife. The stamp, formally called the Federal Migratory Bird Hunting
and Conservation Stamp, is required as a license for waterfowl hunting. For every dollar
spent on Duck Stamps, ninety-eight cents go directly to purchase vital habitat or acquire
conservation easements within the National Wildlife Refuge System. Since 1934, almost 6

million acres of habitat have been conserved with the help of Duck Stamp funds.

Through the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act, more commonly known as the
Pittman-Robertson Act, hunters fund a range of conservation programs. The act sends
revenue from an excise tax on firearms, ammunition and other related equipment to state
wildlife agencies to be used for wildlife conservation projects, hunter education and outdoor
recreation access. Through Pittman-Robertson, sportsmen and women have contributed
more than $14 billion to conservation since 1937. These annual payments to state fish and
wildlife agencies have resulted in the recovery of deer, turkeys and many non-game species

— with benefits to hunters and non-hunters alike m

Source: https://www.fws.gov/refuges/hunting/hunters-as-conservationists/




Safari Club International

LEGISLATIVE

AND OTHER WILDLIFE NEWS

04-25-17
MICHIGAN NRC AND DNR TO CREATE A SCIENTIFIC
PANEL ON CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE (CWD)

Recognizing the challenge posed by the prevalence of
CWD in Michigan’s white-tailed deer population, the NRC
adopted a resolution at its April meeting to engage the
scientific community to identify practices that will address
the threat of CWD.

The purpose of the resolution is to have scientists and experts
“advise the NRC, the DNR or other applicable agencies on
turther steps and actions which could be implemented to
substantially mitigate or eliminate CWD in Michigan”

Scientists are to be selected by the NRC chair and the
directors of the state departments of Natural Resources
(MDNR) and Agriculture and Rural Development
(MDARD). Chair and/or co-chairs will be selected by the
NRC chair and the DNR director.

The group is charged with delivering recommendations by
December 31, 2017.

05-15-17
MICHIGAN DEER HUNTERS WANT ANTLER POINT
RESTRICTIONS STATEWIDE, BUT THE DNR IS NOT
YET READY FOR THAT

More than 50 hunters from a variety of organizations
spoke in favor of APRs during the May NRC meeting after
the DNR presented its recommendations on the issue.
Unfortunately for the hunters, their ideas don’t match up
well with the DNR’s plans.

The DNR is proposing to expand APRs only to their TB
management area, DMU 487, which consists of six counties
in NE Lower Michigan: Alcona, Alpena, Iosco, Oscoda,
Montmorency and Presque Isle.

Currently the strictest APR area in the state is in what is
known as the Northwest 12 - 12 counties in NW Lower
Michigan (Emmet, Charlevoix, Antrim, Kalkaska, Benzie,
Grand Traverse, Manistee, Wexford, Missaukee, Osceola,
Lake and Mason). Northwest 12 started as a grassroots
effort by hunters from that area who worked with the DNR,
held public meetings and the DNR conducted surveys to
prove that more than 67% of the hunters there were in favor
of the APRs.

By Joe Konwinski

06-29-17
MDNR CONFIRMS PRESENCE OF A COUGAR IN
MICHIGAN’S LOWER PENINSULA

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has
confirmed the presence of a cougar in Bath Township,
Clinton County. This is the first time the presence of a
cougar has been verified by the MDNR in Michigan’s Lower
Peninsula.

On June 21, 2017, a Haslett resident took a photograph
of an animal from his vehicle in Bath Township near the
MDNR’s Rose Lake State Wildlife Area. The picture was
made available to the MDNR June 26. A field investigation
ensued by the MDNR Cougar Team, and it was determined
that the animal in the photo was a cougar.

08-01-17
U.S. APPEALS COURT AFFIRMS THAT GREAT
LAKES WOLVES STILL DESERVE PROTECTION
UNDER THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

The United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit
upheld a lower court’s 2014 ruling that the gray wolf was
improperly removed by the USFWS in 2011 from federal
protection under the Endangered Species Act.

08-11-17
WILD GAME PROCESSORS IN MICHIGAN NOW
NEED A FREE PERMIT FROM THE MDNR

At its June meeting, the MNRC signed an order effective
08-11-17 requiring anyone who receives compensation for
processing wild game to be registered with the MDNR. The
purpose of the free permit is to determine how many game
processors there are in the state of Michigan and where they
are located.

08-15-17
BRITISH COLUMBIA BANS GRIZZLY BEAR HUNTING

Government officials, bowing to the bluster of anti-hunters,
have closed the hunting of grizzly bears in the province of
British Columbia, Canada. This decree ignores all sound
science that supports a continuation of grizzly bear hunting
in that province. This action in British Columbia follows
elections earlier this year when anti-hunters’ influence
became more prevalent in the government.
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08-25-17
MDNR ISSUES NEW CERVID IMPORT REGULATIONS

For those who plan to hunt outside of Michigan this fall, it
is important to note that MDNR regulations related to the
importation of harvested cervids (deer, elk or moose) have
changed substantially.

Hunters who harvest a cervid in any other state or province,
regardless whether those states or provinces have chronic
wasting disease, can bring back into Michigan only the
following cervid parts:

« Hides
o Deboned meat

o Quarters (legs that do not have any part of the spinal
column or head attached)

o Finished taxidermy products

« Cleaned teeth

o Antlers

o Antlers attached to a skullcap cleaned of brain and

muscle tissue

These tougher import regulations are intended to prevent
the spread of chronic wasting disease among Michigan’s
deer, elk and moose.

09-15-17
U.S. GOVERNMENT ORDERS EXPANSION OF HUNTER
AND ANGLER ACCESS TO FEDERAL LANDS

U.S. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke issued an order that
directs the overseers of millions of acres of Federal lands
to come up with plans to expand access for hunters and
anglers.

10-02-17
DEER TAKEN IN MONTCALM COUNTY DURING
YOUTH DEER HUNTING SEASON IS SUSPECTED
POSITIVE FOR CWD

A 3.5-year-old female deer taken during Michigan’s
September 16 & 17 youth deer season in Montcalm
Township, Montcalm County is likely to be the 10th free-
ranging deer in the state found to have chronic wasting
disease. The DNR 1is awaiting final confirmation from
the Michigan State University Veterinary Diagnostic
Laboratory.
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Since May 2015, the DNR has actively conducted
surveillance for CWD. To date, more than 14,000 deer have
been tested since the first positive case was found, with nine
cases of CWD confirmed in free-ranging white-tailed deer
previously identified in Ingham and Clinton counties.

10-24-17
ANOTHER MONTCALM COUNTY DEER SUSPECTED
TO HAVE CWD

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources announced
that a second hunter-harvested deer is suspected positive
for chronic wasting disease. A sample has been sent to
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Veterinary
Services Laboratory in Ames, Iowa for confirmation. If
confirmed positive, the 1.5-year-old buck, harvested in
Sydney Township, would be the 11th free-ranging deer in
Michigan found to have CWD.

10-30-17
HUNTERS AND TRAPPERS ASKED TO REPORT
BEAR DEN SIGHTINGS IN THE NORTHERN LOWER
PENINSULA

While out in the field, hunters and trappers could come
upon a denned black bear. The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources is looking for locations of denned black
bear in the northern Lower Peninsula, to fit the bears with
radio collars for an ongoing bear management program.

“Information gathered from bears assists in managing the
black bear population, currently there are six female bears
being monitored from both the air and ground using radio
tracking equipment””

After locating a denned bear, DNR biologists will determine
if the animal is a good candidate for a radio collar. Bears
that are selected will be sedated by a wildlife biologist and
fitted with collars and ear tags. A small nonfunctional tooth
will be collected to determine the bear’s age and to provide
a DNA sample. Upon completion of the short procedure,
biologists will carefully return the bear to its den, where it
will sleep through the remainder of the winter.

Those who encounter bear dens in the northern Lower
Peninsula are asked to record the location, with a GPS
unit if possible, and contact Mark Boersen at 989-275-
5151 or boersenm@michigan.gov with specific location
information.

As a reminder, it is illegal to disturb a bear den or disturb,
harm or molest a bear in its den.




11-07-17
THE D.C. COURT OF APPEALS UPHOLDS ELK
HUNTING IN GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK

SCI’s efforts to help defend elk hunting in Grand Teton
National Park in Wyoming have paid oft when the D.C.
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that the Park’s unique elk
hunt is legal.

11-14-17
U.S. NOW ALLOWS ELEPHANTS FROM ZIMBABWE
AND ZAMBIA TO BE IMPORTED

SCI and SCIF jointly announced that elephants legally
hunted in Zimbabwe and Zambia between 2016-2018 can
now be imported into the United States. Individuals who
have hunted or wish to hunt elephants during that period
will need to apply for and obtain permits from the USFWS
in order to bring their elephant trophies home.

12-04-17
WEST NILE VIRUS FOUND IN MICHIGAN
RUFFED GROUSE

For the first time, the Michigan DNR recently confirmed
the presence of West Nile Virus in Michigan’s ruffed grouse
population from 5 birds collected in August through
October. There is no evidence of human infection from
eating properly cooked game that has been infected with
West Nile Virus.

12-06-17
MORE DEER ARE SUSPECTED POSITIVE
FOR CWD

Additional deer from the recently completed regular
firearms deer season are suspected to be positive for
Chronic Wasting Disease. Since May 2015 when the first
CWD deer was found in free-ranging deer in Michigan, the
DNR has tested approximately 23,000 deer. Of those tested,
30 cases of CWD have been confirmed or suspected in deer
from Clinton, Ingham, Kent and Montcalm Counties:

o Clinton County =4 in 2015-2016 and 1 in 2017
(Westphalia Township)

o Ingham County = 5 in 2015-2016

» Montcalm County = 17 in 2017
(Cato, Douglass, Fairplain, Maple Valley, Pine,
Montcalm, Reynolds, Sidney and Winfield Townships)

« Kent County = 3 in 2017
(Nelson and Spencer Townships)

Several thousand additional samples are awaiting testing so
numbers for this deer season could changem
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n early December 2017 we held a membership meeting at the new Cabela’s in Chesterfield,

Michigan. The staft were great to us and give them a visit if you haven't already done so. We were
fortunate to continue our tradition of Joe Konwinski and the Michigan DNR providing us with an
excellent guest speaker.

Our guest was Randall T. Knapik (AWB®), a Ph.D. Candidate, Fisheries and Wildlife, in the College
of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, at Michigan State
University. Randy’s graduate research is centered on Michigan’s swan population and he quickly
grabbed our attention:

“The mute swan poses a significant threat to
the continued success of the native trumpeter
swan, a threatened species in Michigan. This
threat will continue as long as the population
of mute swans is not drastically reduced.”



Michigan Trumpeter Swans
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Randy informed us that three swan species can be
found in Michigan, namely, the native trumpeter
and tundra swans as well as the invasive mute
swan. Mute swans are large waterbirds commonly
found in parts of Europe and Asia, but they are
not native to North America. Mute swans were
brought to Michigan by humans in 1919 to be
placed on ponds of city parks and estates, but
have since escaped captivity and are now found
breeding statewide. Numbers in Michigan grew
from a few individuals in 1919 to an estimated
17,000 mute swans in 2013. They are a widespread
invasive species that eat up to 8 pounds of aquatic
vegetation daily and can compete with the state-
threatened common loons and trumpeter swans
for nesting areas as well as act aggressively
toward humans.

A partnership between Michigan State University,
the Michigan DNR, and the USDAs Wildlife
Services was created to look at survival rates,
nesting effort, and movement around the Great
Lakes region. Outcomes of this research will
inform long-term control strategies for mute
swans in Michigan. Nests of mute swans are being
monitored and individual mute swans are being
tracked using specially-designed green neck
collars that include GPS transmitters. You can help
the researchers keep track of these mute swans as
the move around the region by reporting sightings
of green neck collared swans to Randy Knapik
(knapikra@msu.edu). Please be sure to record and
report the 4-digit collar code, date, and location
where the swan was seen. Further information
about mute swan management in Michigan can be
found at www.michigan.gov/muteswans u

®

Dan Taylor, Master Guide

248-909-1512 |

dantaylor321@aol.com

| 5300 Bedford Rd., Holly, Ml 48442
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HUNTING SERVICES
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n August we held our Summer Membership meeting at the Detroit
Sportsmen’s Congress in Shelby Township (website: www.D-S-C.org).
Preceding the meeting (which as usual had great food and fabulous
prizes thanks to Ray Hollingsworth) was a .22 rimfire shoot. It was
another beautiful night for this event which had over 30 shooters
participate. What was great about this year is that many women and
young adults participated including two people who had never even
shot before. As the pictures show, several different guns were used and
everyone had a lot of funa
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By Ralph Cagle, SCI SHAP Coordinator

The State Hunter Apprentice Program (S.H.A.P.) is a three-
day youth camp sponsored by local chapters of the Safari
Club International for boys and girls ages 11 through 15.
In the period of a long weekend, kids can earn both their
Michigan D.N.R. Hunter Safety Certificate and International
Bowhunter Education Program (I.B.E.P.) Certificate.

The program teaches youths about hunter responsibility,
sportsmanship, modern wildlife conservation, how to
identify game, familiarity with Michigan’s hunting rules and
regulations, and - most importantly - how to hunt and use
firearms safely and responsibly.

Our 23rd year doing the State Hunter Apprentice Program
(SHAP) was one of the nicest I can remember. The
temperatures were in the mid 70’ with only occasional
showers. This was our 10th year at the Echo Grove Camp ran
by our friends at the Salvation Army. As usual, the staff at
Echo Grove did everything they could to make our camp run
smooth for us and the kids. Tina, Alisha and Andy were our
assigned hosts and did a terrific job for us. Major Reed spoke
to the youngsters Sunday morning after breakfast with a short
heart-warming story about his faith and how it helped him
handle the problems that have come up in his life. The folks at
the Salvation Army are the best people on earth!

On Saturday evening we enjoyed the fantastic Birds of Prey
program presented by Joe Rogers and Barb Rogers from the
Wildlife Recovery Association. The kids and staff were treated
to seeing, and in some cases, touching the birds of prey as they
were carried around the room by Barb and Joe. Their Birds
of Prey program is a fast-paced, extremely entertaining, first
rate educational experience that can be brought into your kids’
school at a very reasonable rate. Contact them to schedule
their conservation friendly program for your school at
www.wildliferecovery.org.

Southoast T
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If you look at the faces of the students who attended our
SHAP course this year, you will see our next generation
of sportsmen and women, new hunters who will carry
the word of conservation and our hunting heritage into
the future. The small game season opens September 15th
state wide and is the perfect time and activity to start a new
hunter on their life long hunting journey. The Michigan
DNR set aside the weekend of Sept. 16-17 for special youth/
vet deer hunts. Take advantage of the opportunity(s). our
DNR provides, you won't regret it!

This year due to Bob Easterbrook Sr. and Bob Jr. being in
Africa hunting, two of our instructors stepped forward to
help me lead our team. Robert (Bob) McLean took over
the Directors job and everything went very smoothly
under his astute leadership. Kevin Mulkeran did his usual
outstanding job as Coordinator and I was able to relax and
enjoy the camp like never before. The Instructors of our
Bowhunter chapter and the Detroit chapter who gave the
extra effort to help ensure hunting’s future are:

Bob Easterbrook Jr.; Ralph Cagle; John Gornyecz; Tammy
LoGrudice; Jim Martin; Paul McCann; Bob McLean; Kelly
McLean; Kevin Mulkeran; Troy Sanborn; James Waldrie;
and Gregg Wujcik

These SCI members donated three days of their lives so
that 22 youngsters could receive their MDNR Hunter and
Bowhunter Education certificates. Some people talk about
how much they care about hunting, these gals & guys
showed how much they care by giving of their time. On
behalf of the kids and our chapter members I say THANK
YOU to all of them!!! u

Note: The next SHAP Camp is scheduled for August 10-12, 2018.

21



A frst jor SC) Petrort

“Ladies Only Military & Law Enforcement Fishing Event”

By Tricia Auten

appointed Board Members hosted this event out on Lake Saint Clair
with Medicine Man Charters. Additional assistance was provided
by Board Member Chas Arnold.

On July 21, 2017 Tricia Auten & Renee Anderson, two recently

The day couldn’t have provided better weather to be out on the water for this
inaugural gathering of military and law enforcement women. We decided
to do an evening excursion on the water, the sun was glistening oft the water
and so were the smiles on these ladies faces.

Tricia and Renee met the participants at the restaurant Brownie’s on the Lake
in St. Clair Shores. All the selected participants showed up anxious to get
out on the water and experience something they never had, but thanks to
Detroit Chapter SCI these women of military and law enforcement will now
have this memory to look back on. This would be the first time these ladies
would meet one another, yet they shared a common bond, one of which
didn’t have to be explained. Their dedication to our country and the laws
within connected the dots. Once these ladies gathered on the dock preparing
to get on the boats, you would have thought it was a long-awaited reunion
of old friends. As the ladies exchanged stories and got to know each other,
it became clear that there was a definite military and law enforcement bond.

23



24

So, what would any good SCI Chapter Board Director
do? Turn itinto a healthy competition! Just a few small
wagers were proposed, you know like, first caught,
biggest fish, most caught for small pennies yet big
bragging rights.

The following narrative will be told by the Veteran’s
boat, as they had a bit more time to ‘observe’l As
we cruised off through the gorgeous water we were
thankful that the predicted weather and storms had
somehow missed us. Rough water and thunder storms
had been in our future just 24 hours prior to our Muskie
Hunt...but someone must have known we had a special
day planned for some amazing women who had served
our country and it was nothing but blue skies! Now,
to the good part! The fishing had commenced; Poles
& lines were being set up meanwhile, Tricia and Renee
started some bantering over the radio.

These ladies were ready to fish and ready to win! It
wasn't long before the ‘Law boat’ was calling in that
they had a Muskie on-you could hear their hoots and
hollers for miles! Not much further behind was the
‘Vet boat” as Corrine Daily (Army Veteran) reeled in
the first Muskie, and her first Muskie ever (Picture 2).
Daily’s smile tells it all, she was grinning from ear to ear
as she laboriously reeled the biggest fish she had ever
hooked towards the boat. All the ladies were yelling
and screaming. Daily had her very own cheer squad.
“Man, that was a workout!” said Daily, yet she was
ready for another! Unfortunately, the “Vet boat’ listened
to the ‘Law boat’ call in Muskie after Muskie. The Vets
took a seat at the back of the boat and dangled their
legs in the water impatiently waiting for the next fish,
but thoroughly enjoying the company of these new
found friends.

It wasn’t long after we got all comfy that the line made
that long awaited sound and we finally had another fish
on! Next up was Alexys Otulakowski (Army Veteran)
was new to the fishing scene and just happy to be out
of the house for some much-needed girl time after just
having a baby a few months back. It didn’t seem to be
as heavy as a fight as the previous fish, but nonetheless
Otulakowski was stoked to have something at the end
of her line (Picture 3). As the ‘Law boat’ continued
to call in Muskie after Muskie Otulakowski reeled in
a gorgeous Pike! She was absolutely thrilled with this
gorgeous fish. At this point our ‘Vet boat’ lost count of
the Muskie that the ‘Law boat’ had called in. Tricia along
with Terri Bracali (Waterford PD) and Shelly Metikosh
(Waterford PD) were slaying the Muskie (Picture 4).
We heard all about it over the radio the entire trip.
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These ladies were owning the water and loving every
minute! Just as we started to relax again one of our lines
gave us that long-awaited zipping sound! It was Nikki
Meixner’s (Marine & Army Veteran) chance to reel.
After a great fight Meixner reeled in a gigantic Bass.
It wasn’t the Muskie she was hoping for, but for this
seasoned fisherwoman it was the biggest Bass/fish she
had ever caught-weighing in at over 8 Ibs.!

As the sun started to set, a gorgeous glow engulfed the
water and at that point we all realized that it really didn’t
matter how many fish we caught (although, we were
dying to get our hands on those rods) we were grateful
to have been brought together. We were honored to
have heard their stories and shared in their lives on this
incredibly memorable Inaugural Muskie Hunt. Tricia
and Renee could not have planned a better debut event
with such amazing women. We all know that the future
of the outdoors lies in the hands of getting women and
children involved. It is our mission to spread our love
and knowledge of conservation, the outdoors, and
preserving our right to hunt along with acknowledging
our appreciation to all who have served our country-
for without them, it would not be possible.

Not only was this event very successful but it was
captured on video thanks to our friend Jimmy
Gretzinger and aired on his popular TV show
“Michigan Out of Doors”

Jimmy sure did his best to catch every moment that
involved a fish...which was a pretty hard task since he
was filming on the “Vet boat’ But it was all the moments
in between that made this trip exceptional. Therefore,
Law Enforcement clearly won this battle of the waters,
but the Veterans did take the biggest Muskie so, in the
end we all truly won. Making memories on the water
and paying tribute to these sisters, aunts, daughters and
mothers that serve our communities and our countrym
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“My journey through
design, art, photography,
and life.”

Nikki W.
Freelance Graphic Designer
Artist

Still Life Photogq'ner
www.nikkiwjourney.com

» )P HUNT STORIES b D)

Again we have several very interesting hunt stories. As always, as you read these hunt stories from your fellow
members, please give some serious thought to writing your own story to share with us. We really do want to read
it. I continue to be told. “I am not a very good writer and don't know what to do? Please don’t let that stop you.

The editors of Trajectory will be more than happy to work with you every step of the way.

We do not have a “first hunt” story in this issue. But, stories about our “first hunts” is still one of our priorities. So

please consider sharing yours.

Remind yourself of your first hunt. Enjoy recalling the excitement, frustration, humor, learning, and whatever

other emotions were involved. I am sure there is an ear-to-ear grin somewhere in there.

So why are stories about hunts that may not describe the extraordinary chase or the world class animal important?

They are important because it allows all of us to relive the most important hunt of our life - the hunt that started it all.

We all want to share this with you.
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By Robert Berndt
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e parked the car, grabbed our gear, and started the long walk
Wacross a large farmer’s field toward a series of intersecting hedge

rows that separated several large fields. It was 5:00 A.M. and as I
stumbled and slipped across the wet plowed up field, in the dark, and with
a sprained ankle, I asked to no one in particular “who are the smart ones?”
After all, the turkeys were still in their beds and here we are walking in the
mud and dark. But, I quickly had to remind myself that hunts that come too
easy don't create the same memories that stay with you and mean the most.
You get out of it in direct proportion to what you have put into it.

Hitting the hedge row, we quietly moved along it towards the corner where
our row intersected another where Dan [Dan Taylor of Hilde Hunting
Services] had a pop up blind set up for fellow SCI member, Bruce Reinhart
and I to climb in and get ready as Dan set up the decoys in the field. Early
morning is a great time to be out as you watch as the sky begins to lighten
and anticipation mounts as you anxiously await the first gobbles that will
break the silence from the turkeys in their tree roosts nearby. Plus, the fact
that Dan had said he has regularly seen two big Toms in this field only adds
to the anticipation.

Dan is a regular contributor to the Detroit SCI Chapter and at the fundraiser
in March Bruce and I arranged for a hunt in early May. Dan has extensive
leases of property around the county, scouts regularly, and produces 100%
success for his hunters. (Even for a couple of gimpy old timers.)
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“WE NEED TO MOVE FAST...
HOPEFULLY THEY WILL STAY THERE

FOR A WHILE.”

Our excitement grew as the birds began
gobbling and started dropping out of their
roosts in the trees down in the corner of
the intersecting hedgerows but, despite our
set up being perfect, Mr. Murphy struck
again as the birds moved off in the opposite
direction despite Dan’s best calling efforts.
After a couple of hours Dan decided it
was time to move to another location but
our calling there only brought in a young
Jake. The sun was rising higher and it was
getting warmer and both Bruce and I were
having trouble keeping our eyelids open, so
Dan said it was time to pack up and look in
another area where he always sees birds. As
we slowly drove past the spot he had talked
about we could see several birds in a small
opening between two heavy brushy wooded
areas. Excitement was up again as Dan said,
“we need to move fast...hopefully they will
stay there for a while”

After parking on the far side of the wooded
area we slowly began our stalk through
the thick stuff. Shedding any clothing
that would be noisy we started in a slow
methodical walk that led to hands and knees
and then to slithering on our stomachs like
three snakes winding our way along, Dan,
followed by me, and then Bruce at the rear.
Dan had brought along his magic weapon,
a cardboard cutout of fanned out turkey
tail feathers attached to a stick. He told us
that if he holds it up as we stalk in close that
even if we make some noise the birds don’t

get alarmed because they think it is another
Tom coming to the party.

Finally, Dan stopped and slowly motioned
for me to slide up alongside of him. After
inching my way up to him he whispered,
“There are two good toms and one hen, and
the toms are strutting and displaying for the
attention of the hen” We were only about 15
yards from them and I could see movement
but because it was so thick I had no shot.
Realizing that I had to do something, I eased
myself to the left slowly where I found a small
open shooting lane and readied myself for
a shot. I had just gotten into position when
Dan whispered excitedly, “he is moving from
right to left, get ready” and at that the Tom
stepped into my field of view and I quickly
fired. It all happened very fast and I knew I
had hit him but as I began to stand up to see
that my bird was finished Dan pushed me
back down and said, “stay down and don’t
move!” He then turned to Bruce and said,
“Quick, get up and shoot, the other Tom is
still there.....hurry! The other Tom and the
hen were so busy standing and watching my
Tom flop around on the ground that Bruce
was able to rise up and shoot before they
knew what was going on.

Two birds within seconds with both
sporting 9 %4” beards and 1 5” spurs, a fast
and exciting end to a great hunt. If you want
a good hunt with a high success rate Dan is

your guy m

Fall/Winter 2017

SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL

Perhaps the most distinguishing characteristics of SCI members is acceptance of the following hunter's
code of ethics - a shared standard of values to which all members are accountable.

Recognizing my responsibilities to wildlife, habitat and future generations, | pledge:
¢ To conduct myself in the field so as to make a positive contribution to wildlife and ecosystems.
¢ To improve my skills as a woodsman and marksman to ensure humane harvesting of wildlife.
* To comply with all game laws, in the spirit of fair chase, and to influence my companions accordingly.
* To accept my responsibility to provide all possible assistance to game law enforcement officers.
* To waste no opportunity to teach young people the full meaning of this code of ethics.

* To reflect in word and behavior only credit upon the fraternity of sportsmen, and to demonstrate
abiding respect for game, habitat and property where I'm privileged to hunt.

HANDCRAFTED.
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leopard, shooting a great tom cat their first time out. Doug Kok was my

outfitter and told me of several hunters in the Detroit SCI Chapter who
managed to shoot nice leopards on their first hunt. Such was not the case
for me.

Ihave heard of several people that had incredible luck when hunting for

My first attempt at leopard hunting occurred in northern Zimbabwe’s
Zambezi Valley. Lake Karibe was formed when the British ruled Rhodesia in
1956 and built a huge concrete dam. The resulting lake now supplies water
and habitat to elephant, hippos, cape buffalo, all sorts of plains game, and
of course, leopards. Several years ago, I hunted elephant and leopard with
my friend Doug and his son Petrus in the valley. Hunting was difficult as
poachers had already moved in and cleared out many animals. Even impalas
were hard to find as they had been “educated” by local poachers. After many
days of baiting (hanging impala carcasses in trees), trail cams and footprints
told us we had a nice male coming in to feed.

A blind was built consisting of four walls of about four feet in height. Canvas
camp chairs were positioned, and we waited. At this point leopard hunting
becomes much like deer hunting, sitting motionless and quietly as possible.
As dusk was approaching I heard what sounded like a dog barking several
hundred yards oft. Doug leaned over and whispered that it was a bushbuck
sounding his alarm, the leopard was on the move! Ten minutes passed, and
a troop of baboons started making a ruckus. These guys were much closer,
maybe 200 yards away. Doug leaned over again and whispered that the
leopard was getting closer, hopefully coming to our bait.

More minutes passed and I heard footsteps approaching our blind from
behind us. Dead leaves and dry grass were on the ground and there was
no mistaking the sounds of someone, or something getting closer. It came
directly behind us; our backs were turned to it as we sat with our rifles in
our lap. Then, the growl. I cannot begin to explain what it sounds like when
a leopard approaches within 6 feet of you and lets you know how much he
hates you. Robert Ruark said a cape buffalo looks at you like you owe him
money. A leopard’s growl is the sound of pure hatred. He wants you gone. It
makes your heart race and your hair stand on end, and there was absolutely
nothing we could do about it as we could not see him in the thick brush.

After several minutes of terror, the leopard left us and we never saw him
again. We were busted. I asked Doug what just took place and he explained
that the cat did not want us near him while feeding and he was trying to
scare us. It worked. Unfortunately, I was not able to get a shot off and never
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actually saw that leopard. His paw prints told us how close he
came and that he was a nice sized male. But what an adventure!
Even though I never actually saw a male leopard, nor did I
shoot one, the memories were unforgettable.

Nine years passed since that first attempt for leopard and the
desire to hunt him again continued to build. I saw Doug and
his son Petrus at the 2016 Detroit SCI dinner and they asked
if I was ready to give it another try. They suggested we try the
“Tuli Conservation Area” which is a government run area near
the Botswana border that had leopard on quota. It didn’t take
much to talk me into it. In May of 2016 I was off in pursuit of
the elusive cat once again.

The camp at Tuli was a bit “rustic” (translation: run down)
compared to other camps Doug hosted me in. Don't go there
expecting The Ritz. Game was everywhere. We needed to
shoot impala for bait and had no problem finding animals. I
brought two rifles and my Winchester Model 70 chambered
in a .270 was perfect for the challenge. Impalas (minus the
back straps) were wired up into four spots the very first day.
Trail cams eventually showed several baits getting hit but we
focused on one with a big male. A blind was constructed out
of poles and branches and we sat.

It didn’t take long before we could hear a leopard somewhere
in the brush between us and the bait tree. He was growling as
he moved about. We heard him to the right of us, then left,
then straight in front, no doubt getting closer to our bait tree.
As the cat was moving around I also heard branches breaking
well behind us. At first the branch sounds were distant, but
they were getting louder and closer every minute. I knew what
was causing the commotion behind us and my fears were
realized when I heard elephant dung plopping on the ground.
They were getting close. We probably needed 5 more minutes
for the leopard to climb the bait tree, but elephants were
closing in rapidly. Leopard in front of us, elephant behind us.
I wasn’t sure how to get out of this when Doug leaned over
and said he had to end this. If we startled an elephant at point
blank range, he would likely charge and kill us. Doug got up
and walked out of the blind, yelling and waving his arms to get
the elephant’s attention. He told Petrus and I to cover for him.
I raised my rifle at the nearest bull’s head, hoping I wouldn’t
have to attempt a brain shot should he decide to charge. Time
stood still. The elephant froze and stared Doug down. He
was 20 yards away, max. Seconds that seemed like an eternity
passed. None of us knew what was going to happen but was I
was ready to send a bullet into his brain if he charged. Thank
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God, he trumpeted at us and did a U-turn,
tearing off into the brush with his buddies.
They sounded like a cattle stampede.

And that was as close as I got to taking a
leopard on hunt number 2. High adventure
and lots of excitement but I never got a shot
at a leopard. Fast forward to 2017 and Doug
asked about a return trip to Tuli. I wanted
a rematch.

Once again, I spent several days shooting
impala, zebra, and many other plains animals
for camp meat and leopard bait. There was
one area known as “Kuda’s Corner” that had
a big male leopard on our trail cam, “The
Legend” as Petrus called him. Apparently,
Mr. Kuda had the area named after himself
after a leopard attacked and mauled him
there. I knew this site well as we hunted a
big male here last year, but he never came
in. I was hoping not to have an area named
after me. The legend cat had been hunted by
several others before me and everyone had
missed. He had been “educated” to hunters
and learned not to come in to the bait tree
when anyone was in the blind. He also

loved zebra meat more than any other, even
impala. How are we going to hunt this cat?

Petrus had the idea to set up a different bait

site about 1.5 miles away from Kuda’s Corner
but on the same dry riverbed. It worked.
After a few days a big male was coming
in and devouring zebra meat. Trail cams
confirmed it was “The Legend”. Time for me
was getting short. It was already day 13 of
a planned 14-day hunt. We decided to hang
a fresh zebra hind quarter--a massive chunk
of meat that had to weigh north of 80 lbs. A
blind was built and once again we assumed
our positions. Within 30 minutes of sitting
we had a leopard on the bait, only this was
a smaller female. She struggled to reach the
meat that was hanging well below the branch
she stood on. After 15 minutes she left.

Time passed, and dusk was approaching.
Petrus was staring out his peep hole and
informed Doug that he saw a lion through
the brush in front of us. How many? Not
one, three lions. No, an entire pride of lions
directly in front of us. I asked how far. Petrus
said a large male was staring directly at us.
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Once again how far? “Ten yards and closing” was the reply.
Petrus stood up with a spotlight and directed it into the lion’s
eyes. He looked at us and roared. The roar startled the pride
(and scared the crap out of me). Again, thank God, the entire
pride moved off to our right, back into the brush.

After our nerves settled we resumed our positions on camp
chairs. It wasn’t long before our efforts paid off. The Legend,
the Kuda Corner cat, Mr. Spots...whatever you want to call
him made his appearance. He was a tremendous cat with a
huge head, thick neck, and powerful muscles. Like nothing
he lifted the zebra quarter up with one paw onto the tree
branch he was standing on and began devouring it.

Doug leaned over and whispered, “It's show time, get ready
to shoot”. I took the safety off my Remington 700 and the
smallest click resulted. Petrus whispered, “He heard that”,
and sure enough, the cat stopped eating, stood on all fours
and stared straight at us. From 98 yards he heard the safety
come off my rifle! I had no time to waste. I found my mark
and started my squeeze. The shot went off and the .338
caliber Barnes 225 grain TSX went flying. The recoil was
strong, and I couldn’t see if my shot hit its mark. Petrus
yelled, “You got him, I saw him take the shot and I heard his
body hit the ground with a thud, you got him!” I wanted to
believe him but couldn’t accept his handshake or any form of
congratulations yet. My hands were shaking, my body was
shaking, and my heart was pounding. Could it be true? Did I
really just shoot “The Legend”?

After 15 minutes of waiting and trying to compose myself,
we started our short trek to the bait tree. Petrus took the
point with his .458 Winchester Magnum. We walked slowly,
anticipating a fright behind every bush. It was like walking
through a Halloween haunted maze only this ghost can and
will strike. The nervousness was unwarranted, and the fright
never came. We walked up to our bait tree and there on
the ground lay a huge male leopard. Doug hugged me with
excitement. Petrus hugged me and picked me up oft my feet.
Doug said he has shot over 80 leopards with clients and he
estimated this was in his top 5 of all time. The legend was
conquered. Time for a new legend to take overm
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" BROWN BEAR

By Dennis Bzowka

You can only get a coastal bear tag once every four

years if you harvest a bear, I did in 2012. So, at that
time, I planned well ahead and gave three outfitters
a deposit for a future hunt. It paid off, one got a boat,
guide and Indian land permit for 2016. I took a 50-ft.
boat out of Juneau, Alaska where I was met by my
guide Lucas Clark. Lucas’ great grandfather (5x+)
was of the Louis and Clark exploration. Now, talk
about a good omen!

Iwent on my third brown bear hunt in May 2016.

The next day we took a 50-ft. boat out 40 miles into
the ABC Islands and switched to two 16-ft. boats to
hunt near the smaller islands. We docked the boat in
Chichagof Island (Hoonah, Alaska) which is the base
camp for the Alaskan Bush People TV show. Late in
the afternoon we hunted from the smaller boats in a

light rain and started to see bears less than half mile
from the village. We hunted till dark but only saw
small bears and clubs. The next day the boats left in
different directions for a 10-mile hunt and the 50-ft.
boat was to pick us up at dark. By 5 pm my guide
spotted eight bears from the boat and shore, but sadly
no shooters. At 6 pm we spotted a large bear chasing
other bears away from a grass beach at low tide a mile
away. Lucas took our small boat down wind of the
bear to 600 yards from the shooter bear. We made a
500-yard stalk along the brush at the high tide line.
At 100 yards the bear was facing us and eating grass.
He had no clue we were there.

The guide told me to take my shot inside the right
leg so if he did not go down he would run to the
water and not the brush. The shot was good from a

375 H & H 300 gr. bullet and bear went down. After
five minutes we went up to the bear, took a few
pictures and spent 20 minutes rolling the bear up the
grass beach to the high tide mark for the night. After
the guides skinned the bear it measured over 9-foot

square and estimated to be at least 1000 Ibs. with Fall
fat. Next, we took it to a state trooper in Hoonah and
had our state seal tags put on the skull / hide. It was
then placed in an airline shipping box and frozen for
two days. The other hunters harvested similar bears
on the 4th and 5th days.

Since I tagged out early I took a short plane ride
from Hoonah and spent 3days in Juneau before
taking AIR ALASKA back to Detroit. My taxidermy
friend Dennis Harris of Artistry of Wildlife Marlette,
MI. picked up the frozen hide at my house and
returned the standing full-size mount to me in
November 2016 =
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n 1988, SCI established the International Wildlife Museum in Tucson,

Arizona. This extraordinary museum of natural history features more

than 400 kinds of mammals, birds and insects from around the
) u world. The International Wildlife Museum is dedicated to increasing
knowledge and appreciation of the diverse wildlife of the world as well
as explaining the role of wildlife management in conservation. Tens of
thousands visit the museum every year, where outstanding taxidermy
is featured in environmental dioramas showcasing how legal hunting
contributes to the welfare of game and non-game species.

FIRET FOR EDUCATION
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I the animals in the International

Wildlife Museum were donated by

hunters, government agencies, wildlife

rehabilitation centers and zoos. In
addition to showcasing the many wildlife
conservation initiatives of SCI Chapters and
the SCI Foundation (SCIF), the International
Wildlife Museum is one of 10 permanent
Sensory Safari facilities where children and
adults are encouraged to learn about many
animals by using all their senses, in particular
their sense of touch.
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Cl members receive free admission

into this extraordinary museum where

many animals are displayed. Seeing a

rhinoceros taken by President Theodore
Roosevelt, the Irish elk with 13 foot antlers,
penguins from Admiral Richard Byrd’s South
Pole discovery trip, a passenger pigeon or
a wooly mammoth, reminds each visitor of
the importance of conservation. As a result,
the International Wildlife Museum is an
integral part of SCIFs mission to promote
wildlife conservation and outdoor education
worldwide.
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